
Dear Panda Families, 
What a wonderful first day of school we had yesterday!

There is something so special about seeing our students arrive on campus on that first morning. From the moment our Pandas 
began walking through the doors yesterday, there was an energy and excitement that reminded us just how much we missed 
having them here. It was wonderful to see friends reconnecting, teachers welcoming students and our hallways once again filled 
with the sounds of NDA.

We gathered as a school community for our first assembly of the year, where we prayed together, officially installed our student 
leaders, shared some fun and, of course, sang our school song. Mrs. Price also introduced and further explained our theme for the 
year, Sisters in Mission: Becoming Women of Faith Who Learn, Lead and Serve with Purpose. She shares more about the meaning 
of our theme in today’s Panda Press Weekly and how it will come to life throughout the year.

Our theme is an invitation to each of our students to think about who she is becoming. How will she grow in faith? What will she 
learn? How will she lead? Who is she being called to serve? And how will she use all of those experiences to discover and live with 
purpose?

Today also marks our first official Panda Press Weekly of the 2026-2027 school year. This newsletter is one of the best ways to stay 
connected to life at NDA. Each week, I encourage you to take a few minutes to read through it. You will find important dates and 
information, but you will also see the many wonderful things happening in our classrooms, faith life, student activities, fine arts, 
athletics and throughout our NDA community. There is so much good happening here, and we want you to be part of it!

Yesterday was just the beginning. We are excited for all that lies ahead and grateful to partner with you as we help our young women 
grow into the women God is calling them to become.

It is going to be a great year to be a Panda!

THE                            LIFEnda

Panda Press Weekly 
August 19, 2026

Walk in Faith,

Mrs. Lisa Ruwe Timmerding ’97

Walk in Faith! 



A Great Year Begins!



FAITH IN ACTION

SISTERS IN MISSION

BECOMING WOMEN OF FAITH 
WHO LEARN, LEAD AND SERVE 
WITH PURPOSE
Our school year theme, Sisters in Mission: Becoming Women of Faith Who 

Learn, Lead and Serve with Purpose, reflects the Sisters of Notre Dame’s 

Fourth Educational Principle, An Integrated Education for Transformation. 

This principle reminds us that education is about forming the whole person—

mind, heart, spirit, and relationships. As women of faith, we are called to 

integrate what we learn with how we live. Through learning, leadership, and 

service, we are continually transformed into people who recognize God’s 

presence, respond to the needs of others, and use our gifts to make a positive 

difference in the world. Our mission is not simply to gain knowledge but to 

allow that knowledge, guided by faith and love, to shape who we become and 

how we serve.

As Women of Faith, we nurture a relationship with God that shapes our values 

and helps us make wise and healthy decisions. 

When we learn we pursue excellence and seek wisdom that forms both the 

mind and soul. 

When we lead we use our gifts with courage, compassion and integrity to 

influence others for good. 

When we serve we put faith into action, responding to the needs of our school, 

our community and the wider world. 

When each of these dimensions are intentionally woven together, education 

becomes transformative.  We grow not only in knowledge, but also in character, 

purpose and faith, becoming the women God calls us to be. 

Throughout the year,  you will see this theme woven into classrooms, 

assemblies, liturgies, service opportunities, and everyday school life.  It is our 

hope that every student will recognize that her experiences at NDA are shaping 

her into a woman rooted in faith, committed to lifelong learning, prepared to 

lead with courage and inspired to serve with purpose.  In so doing, she is not 

only transformed herself, but empowered to transform the world.



       

CALLED TO SERVE

SERVICE REQUIREMENTS
As followers of Christ,  we are called to uphold the dignity and worth of all 
humans through acts of compassion and selflessness.  We are called to do this 
through acts of service where we step out of our comfort zones and into the 
lives of others, even if just for a brief moment.  Service is something outside our 
normal everyday routines and involves effort that is more than just kindness to 
those we already help in our family and friend groups.   

The list of Service Requirements and Guidelines for the 2026-2027 School year 
can be found here.  These requirements and guidelines can also be found on 
the website and are shared with the students through their religion class and 
are posted on the Padlet each week. 

GROWING IN FAITH, REFLECTION AND COMMUNITY

GRADE LEVEL RETREATS
All students are required to take part in their Grade Level Retreat.

Freshman Retreat - Tuesday, October 13

Sophomore Retreat - Friday, January 29

Junior Retreat Dates - September 14 & September 21 
(Students will be assigned to one of these days)

Senior Retreat Dates - October 21-23, November 18-20 or Jan 11-13 
(Seniors will receive the registration form August 25)

JOIN US AS WE BEGIN THE SCHOOL YEAR IN FAITH

UPCOMING LITURGIES
We will celebrate our Opening School Mass on Friday, August 21 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the gym. Mass will be offered at 7:20 a.m. on Tuesday, August 25 and Friday, 
August 28 in the Mary, Mother of the World Chapel. All are welcome to join us.

We will pray a decade of the rosary at 7:45 a.m. on Thursday, August 20 and 
Monday, August 24.

GRADE
LEVEL 

RETREATS
f



Student Life

NEON NIGHT!

FIRST NDA MIXER
The first NDA Mixer of the school year is almost here! Join us on Saturday, 
August 22, from 7:00–10:00 p.m. for a night of music, dancing, games, and 
glowing fun at our Neon-Themed Mixer!

Wear your brightest neon colors and get ready to kick off the school year with 
friends and plenty of Panda spirit. This exciting event is sponsored by the 
Student Council and is a great way to meet new classmates, reconnect with 
friends, and make memories to start the year.

Don’t miss one of the most anticipated events of the fall—we can’t wait to see 
you glowing on the dance floor! Ticket information to follow.

BE PART OF THE FUN!

MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
EVENT PLANNING MEETING
Come be part of the fun as we begin planning this year’s Mother-Daughter 
Event!

Tuesday, August 25 at 6:00 p.m.

The Panda Parent Club invites everyone to join us as we plan a Mother-
Daughter celebration filled with plenty of memorable moments for our NDA 
moms and daughters.

The more, the merrier! Whether you have lots of ideas, love decorating and 
planning, or simply want to lend a hand, we would love to have you be part of 
making this special event come to life.

Please join the Panda Parent Club and help us create a memorable Mother-
Daughter tradition for our NDA community!

SHOW YOUR NDA SPIRIT 

SHOP THE BAMBOOTIQUE 
There’s no better time to make sure you’re ready for the year ahead! The 
Bambootique is fully stocked with school uniform essentials, spirit wear, 
accessories, and more to help your Panda start the year looking her best.

Whether you need a few replacement pieces or are shopping for the first time, 
stop by the Bambootique in person or online HERE. 

https://bambootique.ndapandas.org/products/sisterhood-of-the-grey-skirt-t-shirt?se_activity_id=170238214376&syclid=d9p7okjb7bjc73bjqpdg&utm_campaign=Sisterhood+of+the+Grey+Skirt_170238214376&utm_medium=email&utm_source=shopify_email


       
BE PART OF THE FUN!

NDA SKI CLUB’S 5TH ANNUAL 
SKI TRIP!
NDA Ski Club is excited to announce our 5th Annual Ski Trip to Winter 
Park, Colorado, March 10–14! Students will enjoy three full days of skiing or 
snowboarding, and the trip will be chaperoned by NDA faculty.

The estimated cost is $2,000 per student and includes airfare, lodging, lift 
tickets, ski or snowboard rentals, transportation between the airport and 
resort, required travel insurance, and taxes. Food, souvenirs, lessons, helmet 
rentals, and airline checked baggage fees are additional.

There is no school on March 12, and students participating in the trip will 
receive excused absences for March 10 and 11.

We have 24 student spots available, and registration is first come, first served! 
Click the registration link HERE to reserve your student’s spot! We hope your 
student will join us for another great trip to Winter Park! Please email Ms. 
Dooling at doolingm@ndapandas.org with any questions. 

NEW FACULTY AT NDA 

WELCOME TO THE PANDA FAMILY!
Mrs. Debra Kramer

Hello!  My name is Debra Kramer and I am excited to join NDA.  I have 19 years 
of teaching experience – 17 years teaching special education and 2 years 
teaching high school at-risk.  I stepped away from education briefly to care 
for my parents and feel blessed to be returning to education and joining the 
Academic Enhancement Program.

Outside of the classroom, I am wife to my husband Craig and mom to two 
teenage boys at Bishop Brossart.  We love to travel and have made it to 46 of 
the 50 states.  Our next big adventure is a trip to Spain to visit our exchange 
student from last school year.

I am looking forward to working with and getting to know the Panda family!

REPORTING ABSENCES

ATTENDANCE POLICY
We have a dedicated attendance email for parents to report an absence 
or early dismissal. Please use this email if your daughter is sick or needs 
to leave school early: attendance@ndapandas.org. Remember you 
can always call the school office with any questions (859) 261-4300. 

mailto:doolingm%40ndapandas.org?subject=


       

DELICIOUS NEWS

CAFETERIA INFORMATION
What’s for lunch? Check out all of the delicious options on our website! 

CLICK HERE FOR ALL NDA CAFETERIA INFORMATION

IMPORTANT DATES

2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
Schedule for the 2026-2027 School Year

September 7		  No school: Labor Day

October 8-9 		  No school: Professional Development Days

November 25-27	 No school: Thanksgiving Break

December 8		  No school: Feast of the Immaculate Conception

December 16-18 	 Exams (early dismissal on exam days)

December 21 — January 3 	 No school: Christmas Break

January 4		  School Resumes after Christmas Break

January 18		  No school: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

February 15		  No school: Presidents Day

March 12 		  No school: Professional Development Day

March 25 - April 2  	 No school: Easter Break

April 5 			   School Resumes after Spring Break

May 28 			  Last day of school

May 28 			  Graduation

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

PARENT MINI-NIGHT
Parents and guardians are invited to join us for Parent Mini-Night on Tuesday, 
September 8 at 7:00 p.m. This evening is a great opportunity to follow your 
daughter’s class schedule, meet her teachers and get a glimpse of her daily 
experience at NDA.

We look forward to welcoming you to campus and giving you the chance to 
connect with our faculty and learn more about the year ahead. We hope to see 
you there!

https://www.ndapandas.org/resources/policies-procedures/cafeteria-2


 

ROBOTICS IS COMING TO NDA!

NEW ROBOTICS CLUB TO LAUNCH INNOVATIVE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR STUDENTS
Notre Dame Academy is excited to announce the launch of a new Robotics Club for the 2026-27 school year!

Students participating in the club will have the opportunity to design, build, program and compete while exploring the exciting 
world of robotics and engineering. The club will focus on teamwork, creativity, problem-solving and innovation as students work 
together on hands-on projects and challenges.

In addition to gaining valuable STEM experience, students can also earn a one-half credit through participation in the club.

The new program reflects NDA’s continued commitment to innovation and preparing young women to lead in an ever-changing 
technological world. Students interested in robotics are encouraged to complete the interest Google Form found HERE. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZjO7XC39A_ReLxkq7997IEFJ7ih8tR6Vp2TQ8gAuPWShQlg/viewform


FINE ARTS NEWS

       

JOIN THE BAND

A 30-YEAR MUSICAL TRADITION!
Be part of the NDA/CCH Band and continue a musical tradition 30 years 
strong! Whether cheering from the stands, performing on the field or taking 
the stage, our band brings Panda and Colonel spirit to life throughout the year.

First Semester Performances:

•	 September 4: CCH Football Game, approximately 6:00–8:15 p.m. at CCH

•	 October 23: CCH Football Game, approximately 6:00–8:15 p.m. at CCH

•	 November 8: NDA & CCH Open Houses, with Band and Dance Pandas

•	 December 6: Christmas Concert, 4:30–5:30 p.m. in the NDA Theatre

If you would like more information on becoming part of this legendary group, 
contact Mr. Greg Cerimele at cerimeleg@ndapandas.org.

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SING WITH YOU!

JOIN CHOIR!
Are you interested in joining NDA’s choir, the Panda Tones? 

Whether you’re an experienced singer or just love to sing, we’d love to have 
you join! No audition is required, and choir is open to students in all grade 
levels. Choir meets once a week after school and earns ½ credit each year. 
Members perform at school concerts, athletic events, formal school functions, 
Masses, and the theatre showcase.

Interested in learning more? Join us for a brief informational meeting for new, 
returning, and prospective members on Tuesday, August 25, at 3:15 p.m. in the 
Choral Room.

Questions? Email Mrs. Chandler at chandlerk@ndapandas.org.

Come join the Panda Tones—we can’t wait to sing with you!

mailto:cerimeleg%40ndapandas.org?subject=
mailto:chandlerk%40ndapandas.org?subject=


GET READY TO CUT LOOSE!

THERE’S A PLACE FOR EVERY PANDA 
IN NDA THEATRE!
The NDA Theatre Department is getting ready to kick off an exciting new 
season with this fall’s musical, Footloose: The Musical!

Based on the iconic 1984 film and featuring a high-energy, Top 40 score, 
Footloose tells the story of Ren McCormack, a teenager who moves from 
Chicago to a small town where dancing has been banned. Filled with great 
music, memorable characters and plenty of heart, the show celebrates the 
importance of listening to one another, finding your voice and, of course, 
dancing!

Auditions will be held August 24–27 after school, with rehearsals beginning 
the week after Labor Day. Performances are scheduled for November 20–22.

Want to Get Involved?

There’s a place for everyone in NDA Theatre!

On Stage: Students interested in auditioning can find all of the audition 
information here.

Behind the Scenes: Not interested in performing? Join the crew! Students 
can help build sets, hang and focus lights, work with sound, create props, and 
assist with hair, makeup and costumes. Sign up for crew here.

Already involved in a sport or another extracurricular? Don’t count yourself out! 
Mrs. Leonard is happy to work with students to accommodate a reasonable 
number of conflicts.

Questions? Reach out to Mrs. Leonard, NDA Theatre Director.

We can’t wait to see our Pandas cut loose this fall!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HIy1j5XiPY55_uHHem6gT6T8bRFVKHmo
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBZHXDEBq7E-THHrqPkM5Wqua77MYgN8G4y3xwuJZoHmiTMQ/viewform


ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

FROM THE DESK OF THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

PANDA ATHLETICS
Cross Country

The Cross Country teams have been busy training and getting ready for their season! They found some time to enjoy a day of 

kayaking, giving their legs a little rest before the season begins.

The Pandas will officially start their season this Saturday by hosting the Panda Classic and Diocese Meet at Williamstown High School. 

Later that evening, some of our runners will compete in the Centerville Saturday Night Lights meet.

Good luck to all our Pandas!

GOLF

Golf has finally slowed down a little with the start of school! The Pandas did have a match last week against Cooper at Lassing Pointe, 

where Caroline Bohman was the medalist!

Coach Jones has also been busy with the Panda Squad, helping our young golfers learn and develop their game.

The Pandas will compete in the Highlands Invitational on Saturday, August 22. On Monday, August 24, the team will take on St. 

Ursula, followed by the JV team competing against Beechwood on Tuesday, August 25.

Soccer
JV and Varsity Soccer traveled to South Oldham this past 

Saturday and came away with a 3–1 victory. Then, on Monday, 

August 17, all three teams took on the Ryle Raiders and came 

away with three victories!

Freshman: 8–0

JV: 1–0

Varsity: 1–0

The JV and Varsity teams will take on Dixie on Wednesday, 

August 19. Then, on Saturday, August 22, they will host Carmel 

(IN) for their home opener and Future Panda Night, with Varsity 

playing at 10:00 a.m. and JV at 11:30 a.m.

The Freshman team will take on Seton under the lights at Notre 

Dame on Thursday, August 20, at 7:00 p.m.



Volleyball

Volleyball has been busy preparing for the upcoming season following a preseason scrimmage at Mount Notre Dame last week.

This past weekend, the team spent the day helping paint a horse fence and then hosted a volleyball clinic at the DCCH Center for 
Children and Families. We are proud of our Pandas for giving back to our community!

The Pandas opened their season Tuesday, August 18, at Conner High School. On Wednesday, August 19, they travel to Highlands to 
take on the Bluebirds. On Thursday, August 20, they travel to Cooper for another 5/6/7 match schedule.

On Saturday, August 22, the Freshman and JV teams will participate in the Ryle Round Robin Tournament at Town & Country.

Fall Sports Pictures
We are in the process of rescheduling fall sports pictures after having to cancel last week’s sessions due to the weather warnings. We 
will share the new date and details as soon as they are finalized.

Go Pandas!



       

STUDENT SERVICES

LOOKING AHEAD

SENIORS GET A HEAD START 
ON COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
Our seniors are already looking ahead! This week, some of our students took 
part in a College Application Workshop, where they had dedicated time and 
guidance to begin working through the college application process. It was a 
great opportunity to ask questions, get organized and take those important 
first steps toward what comes next. Way to go, Pandas!

NAVIGO SCHOLARS APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN!

EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE WITH NAVIGO SCHOLARS
The NaviGo Scholars Applications are now OPEN! NaviGo Scholars connects local businesses with motivated high school students 
who want to explore real career pathways and build workforce skills. Through this program, students experience hands-on learning, 
workplace exposure, and personalized coaching to help them make informed decisions about college and careers. If you’re interested 
in any of the groups listed on the flyer or would like to learn more about these opportunities, please check out the website and 
application HERE. 
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Save the Date for the NaviGo Scholars Kick-Off Celebration–
Sunday, September 13th, 2–4:00 pm. All  selected Scholars, families
& business sponsors are encouraged to attend. More info to follow.
If you have questions, email navigo@learning-grove.org 

Learn more and apply: navigoprep.com/navigo-scholars

APPLICATIONS
OPEN AUGUST 1-
SEPTEMBER 2!

APPLICATIONS
OPEN AUGUST 1-
SEPTEMBER 2!

EXPLORE & APPLY FOR 2026-27 NAVIGO SCHOLARS

NaviGo Scholars: Connecting Industry with
Future Talent 
NaviGo Scholars connects local businesses with
motivated high school students who want to explore
real career pathways and build workforce skills.
Students experience hands-on learning, workplace
exposure, and personalized coaching.

https://navigoprep.org/navigo-scholars/


REAL TALK & REAL HOPE:

SUICIDE PREVENTION EVENT FOR TEENS AND ADULTS
All students and their parents are invited to a very special, first-of-its-kind Suicide Awareness and Prevention event. Cincinnati 
Children’s Zero Suicide, Newport Central Catholic High School and The Blessing List Ministry are partnering together to host “REAL 
TALK AND REAL HOPE About Suicide Prevention,” a free event presented by Journey Advisory Group on September 21 from 6:00-
8:30 PM.

The mission is to bring parents and teens together to encourage open, honest conversations about the very difficult topic of suicide 
prevention. We ALL truly believe in the goal of ZERO suicides and wish to contribute to reaching that goal through hope and 
education. 

The program will include a keynote presentation from a young man who survived a suicide attempt as a teenager. Adults will learn 
critical, practical things they can do to reduce suicide risk. Teens will have a chance to ask questions of survivors of suicide loss and 
mental health professionals. They will also have time to talk to each other, building a sense of community and support.

Here is a link to an article that gives more information. There is a flyer below that has a QR code for registration as well.

https://nkytribune.com/2026/08/real-talk-real-hope-brings-parents-teens-together-for-suicide-prevention-and-hope/

https://nkytribune.com/2026/08/real-talk-real-hope-brings-parents-teens-together-for-suicide-prevent


Advancing the Mission

JOIN US
ALUMNAE ROSARY
Tomorrow, August 20, at 9:30 a.m., Notre Dame Academy will host an 
alumnae rosary in our Mary, Mother of the World Chapel. This monthly 
tradition offers an opportunity to pause, pray and reflect together as a 
school family.

All are welcome to attend and join the NDA community in prayer.

All Parents!

Light the Night for NDA
GIFT GATHERING PARTY

Thursday, September 17 at 7:30 p.m. 

Bring Tickets, Experiences, Libations or Cash. All donations help to make 
Light the Night for NDA a success!

Questions? Contact NDA’s Advancement Office at (859) 292-7729.

Join alumnae, parents, grandparents, faculty,
staff and friends as we come together to support

the young women of Notre Dame Academy on Saturday, 
November 14, 2026 at The Madison Event Center.

Please also join us for...

Light the Night
for NDA



Important dates
August 20		  Alumnae Rosary

August 21		  Opening School Mass

September 4 		  Picture Day

September 7 		  No School - Labor Day

September 8 		  St. Joe’s Crescent Springs Shadow Day

September 10 		 Blessed Sacrament Shadow Day

September 14 		 Junior Retreat

September 17 		 Alumnae Rosary

September 18		 Mid Quarter

			   Club Orientation

September 21 		 Junior Retreat

September 22 	 St. Pius X Shadow Day

September 23 		  Scholarship Breakfast

September 24 	 St. Agnes and Prince of Peace Shadow Day

September 29		 Non-Feeder Shadow Day

October 1 		  Foundation Day

October 4 		  Golden Graduates Mass and Lunch

October 8-9 		  No School - PD Days

October 15 		  Alumnae Rosary

October 16 		  NDA/CCH Frosh Halloween Bash

October 21-23 		 Senior Retreat

November 2 		  Remembrance Mass

November 8 		  Open House

November 14 		  Light the Night for NDA

November 19 		  Alumnae Rosary

November 19 		  Alumnae Dinner Theatre

SHARING OUR

Community News
You can find a complete list of community news HERE.

•	 Catholic Family Night at Great American Ball Park 
•	 Preschool Aide Position Available
•	 Real Talk & Real Hope 2026

COMMUNITY
			   NEWS 

https://www.ndapandas.org/news/2025/09/08/community-news-3

