
Dear Panda Families, 
There is something special about this time of year at Notre Dame Academy. After a busy summer of preparing, planning and making 
improvements to our campus, the halls are beginning to fill again, and the energy of a new school year is all around us!

Of course, Mother Nature added a little unexpected excitement to our back-to-school preparations yesterday! The severe storms that 
moved through our area caused a power outage at NDA, and our campus remains without power at this time. As a result, campus 
is currently closed. We are continuing to monitor the situation closely and will reopen as soon as power is restored and we are able 
to safely do so. We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility as we navigate this unexpected disruption during an already busy 
week.

This week, we have had the joy of welcoming members of the Class of 2030 to campus for our Freshman Bridge Program. On Friday, 
our freshmen and new students are scheduled to join us for Orientation and FunFest, and then on Tuesday, August 18, we will 
officially welcome all of our Pandas back to NDA for the first day of school!

As we begin our 120th year, our theme, Becoming Women of Faith Who Learn, Lead and Serve with Purpose, reminds us of what is 
at the heart of an NDA education. Our students will be challenged to grow academically, deepen their faith, discover their gifts and 
use those gifts in service to others. I am excited to see the many ways they will live out that call throughout the year.

Our Back-to-School Parent Information Night and our Freshman Gift Gathering for Light the Night for NDA are scheduled for 
tomorrow evening. Because of the ongoing power outage, please watch your email and NDA communications for an update. 
If power is restored before 3:00 p.m. tomorrow, we will communicate with families as soon as possible to confirm that the 
evening will proceed as planned. If power has not been restored by 3:00 p.m., we will communicate with families at that time 
regarding plans for Back-to-School Parent Information Night and the Freshman Gift Gathering event.

As you read through this week’s Panda Press Weekly, you’ll see just how much is already happening at NDA, from athletics and fine 
arts to new opportunities like Robotics. There is truly something for every Panda, and I encourage our students to get involved, try 

something new and make the most of the year ahead.

We are so grateful to partner with you in the education of your daughters, and we cannot wait to 
welcome everyone back next week. Despite a few unexpected challenges this week, our excitement 
for the new school year has not changed. We are looking forward to an amazing year together!

THE                            LIFEnda

Panda Press Weekly 
August 12, 2026

Walk in Faith,

Mrs. Lisa Ruwe Timmerding ’97

Walk in Faith! 



Student Life

NEON NIGHT!

FIRST NDA MIXER
The first NDA Mixer of the school year is almost here! Join us on Saturday, 
August 22, from 7:30–10:30 p.m. for a night of music, dancing, games, and 
glowing fun at our Neon-Themed Mixer!

Wear your brightest neon colors and get ready to kick off the school year with 
friends and plenty of Panda spirit. This exciting event is sponsored by the 
Student Council and is a great way to meet new classmates, reconnect with 
friends, and make memories to start the year.

Don’t miss one of the most anticipated events of the fall—we can’t wait to see 
you glowing on the dance floor! Ticket information to follow.

ALL PARENTS ARE INVITED! 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
Join us THIS THURSDAY, August 13, from 6:30–7:30 p.m. in the NDA Theater for 
our annual Back-to-School Parent Information Night.

IMPORTANT POWER OUTAGE UPDATE: NDA’s campus is currently closed 
due to the ongoing power outage. If power is restored before 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, we will communicate with families as soon as possible to 
confirm that Back-to-School Night will proceed as planned. If power has 
not been restored by 3:00 p.m., we will communicate with families at that 
time regarding plans for Back-to-School Parent Information Night and the 
Freshman Gift Gathering event.

This informative evening will provide an overview of what to expect during 
the upcoming school year and help families begin the year informed and 
connected. Our Principal and Leadership Team will share our school goals, 
mission and this year’s theme, while also reviewing important information 
about student life, including behavior expectations and our Personal Mobile 
Device Policy (cell phone policy).

Parents will also have the opportunity to:

•	 Meet our Campus Minister
•	 Learn about our nationally recognized Drug Free Club from the 

Counseling Department
•	 Receive the Unofficial Panda Parent Guide
•	 Ask questions and connect with school leadership

Whether you are new to NDA or a returning Panda family, this is a great 
opportunity to learn about all that is in store for the 2026–2027 school year. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

Freshman Parents: Be sure to stick around after Back-to-School Night for our 
Light the Night for NDA Freshman Gift Gathering Party! It’s a fun opportunity 
to meet other Class of 2030 parents, learn more about Light the Night and 
help us get ready for one of NDA’s biggest celebrations of the year. More 
information on page 13.



       

PARKING PASS INFORMATION

ATTENTION STUDENT DRIVERS
Yesterday, students in grades 10–12 received an email from Ms. Dooling with 
information about purchasing a parking pass for the 2026–2027 school year.

Students will need to upload a photo of their driver’s license as part of the 
registration process. Actual parking passes will be distributed on the first day 
of school.

Use the appropriate link below to register:

•	 Seniors: Register for Senior Parking HERE

•	 Juniors: Register for Junior Parking HERE

•	 Sophomores: Register for Sophomore Parking HERE

Please be sure to use the registration link for your grade level.

IMPORTANT UPDATE 

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC PATTERN 
HAS ENDED
NDA’s temporary two-way traffic pattern has ended, and our normal one-way 
traffic flow is back in effect.

Vehicles should once again use the exit road to leave campus. Please 
remember:

Hilton Drive is ONE WAY. Do not travel up Hilton Drive in the wrong direction.

Thank you for your patience and cooperation throughout our summer campus 
projects and as we return to our normal traffic pattern!

BE PART OF THE FUN!

MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
EVENT PLANNING MEETING
Come be part of the fun as we begin planning this year’s Mother-Daughter 
Event!

Tuesday, August 25 at 6:00 p.m.

The Panda Parent Club invites everyone to join us as we plan a Mother-
Daughter celebration filled with plenty of memorable moments for our NDA 
moms and daughters.

The more, the merrier! Whether you have lots of ideas, love decorating and 
planning, or simply want to lend a hand, we would love to have you be part of 
making this special event come to life.

Please join the Panda Parent Club and help us create a memorable Mother-
Daughter tradition for our NDA community!

https://www.cognitoforms.com/NotreDameAcademy1/SeniorParkingSpots20262027
https://www.cognitoforms.com/NotreDameAcademy1/JuniorParkingSpots20262027
https://www.cognitoforms.com/NotreDameAcademy1/SophomoreParkingSpots20262027


       

SHOW YOUR NDA SPIRIT 

SHOP THE BAMBOOTIQUE 
The first day of school is almost here, and there’s no better time to make sure 
you’re ready for the year ahead! The Bambootique is fully stocked with school 
uniform essentials, spirit wear, accessories, and more to help your Panda start 
the year looking her best.

Whether you need a few replacement pieces or are shopping for the first time, 
stop by the Bambootique in person or online HERE. 

REPORTING ABSENCES

ATTENDANCE POLICY
We have an attendance email for parents to call in a sick child or 
if a student is leaving early from school. Please use this email if 
your daughter is sick or needs to leave school early: attendance@
ndapandas.org. Remember you can always call the school office with 
any questions (859) 261-4300. 

NEW FACULTY AT NDA 

WELCOME TO THE PANDA FAMILY!
Hannah Phirman
Hello! My name is Hannah Phirman. I’m so excited to be joining the Notre 
Dame Academy family for this upcoming school year as a math teacher. I will 
be teaching three sections of Honors Geometry, one section of CP Algebra 
II, and one section of CPII Algebra II. I went to Bishop Brossart High School 
before earning a Bachelor’s in General Mathematics with minors in Physics 
and Biology. From there, I moved to North Carolina to earn my Master’s in 
Mathematics with a focus on statistics from the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington. 

Outside of work, I love to hike, kayak, fish, crochet, read, and spend time with 
my fiance and our families!

Between high school to being a GTA, I have almost 10 years of math tutoring 
experience. My teaching ideals are to help students understand why and how 
something behaves a certain way, which hopefully instills an appreciation 
for the subject so close to my heart! Although this will be my first teaching 
position, I’m so excited to start this new chapter with all of you!

Randy Wilson
I retired 3 years ago after 27 years teaching public school--most recently at 
Boone County High School where I taught physics and robotics.

Outside the classroom I am an unabashed homebody.  I enjoy tinkering, 
creating, and spending time with my family and 2 dogs--which are also my 
family.

I’m looking forward to getting to know the NDA community and joining the 
Pandas family.

Mrs. Debra Kramer will be joining our Intervention Team as a part-time 
interventionist working in our Academic Enhancement Program.  She brings 
a wealth of knowledge to NDA with 19 years of special education experience 
from public schools.  We look forward to highlighting her in our next Panda 
Press.  She just joined our faculty this week!  

We are so excited to welcome all of these new faculty members as they add 
incredible content knowledge and passion for education along with their 
subject matters.

https://bambootique.ndapandas.org/products/sisterhood-of-the-grey-skirt-t-shirt?se_activity_id=170238214376&syclid=d9p7okjb7bjc73bjqpdg&utm_campaign=Sisterhood+of+the+Grey+Skirt_170238214376&utm_medium=email&utm_source=shopify_email


SEW MUCH FUN!

TEXTILES SUMMER CAMP BRINGS 
STUDENTS TOGETHER
Our first-ever NDA Textiles Summer Camp was a wonderful week of sewing, 
creativity, learning, and making new friends. Rising 6th, 7th, and 8th graders 
started by learning the basics of the sewing machine through sewing on paper 
and getting comfortable with their new skills on the machine. Throughout 
the week, campers created drawstring bags, scrunchies, and a quilted tote 
bag. We enjoyed great snacks and wrapped up the week with Donut Friday, 
enjoying some sweet treats as we finished our projects, designed outfits on 
fashion croquis, or had a free-sew day to put our new skills to work. It was a 
fun-filled week of creativity, friendship, and lots of sewing!



DRESS FOR SUCCESS

UNIFORMS FOR THE 2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR
Please note:  There is only one change to the NDA uniform this school year: Freshmen may wear any appropriate-length shorts for 
gym class. Uniform gym shorts are no longer required.

Approved Uniform pieces are listed below as stated in our Student/Parent Handbook:

Notre Dame Academy has a school uniform that consists of:
•	 a gray uniform skirt or uniform slacks (the skirt or pants must be the proper size and length, be zipped and buttoned, hemmed 

appropriately and free of stains, rips, and/or holes). Students are required to obtain a new skirt or pants if it no longer zips, has 
tears, holes, or stains. Please note: Skirt should extend below student’s fingertips when arms are fully extended at one’s 
side.

•	 a white or light blue banded Notre Dame Academy polo shirt
•	 solid white, gray, black or navy blue socks
•	 appropriate shoes that have a back to them
•	 name tag/lanyard

Optional items that may be purchased and worn with the uniform include:
•	 a navy blue Notre Dame Academy pullover sweater
•	 a navy blue Notre Dame Academy cardigan sweater
•	 a navy blue Notre Dame Academy sweater vest
•	 a navy blue Notre Dame Academy sweatshirt (available for purchase 

through Schoolbelles and NDA’s Bambootique)
•	 a navy blue Notre Dame Academy fleece
•	 a navy blue blazer with NDA’s emblem for special occasions such as Mass, 

award ceremonies, etc.
•	 gray, black, or navy blue leggings that are close fitting and tapered at the 

ankle
•	 black dress slacks for designated events

If you need to purchase new uniform pieces for next school year, visit 
Schoolbelles’ website at http://www.schoolbelles.
com/myschool/M37/s1935 to purchase.

IMPORTANT DATES

2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
2026-2027 - Summer & Back-to-School Dates
August 3-7 	 iPad Orientation
August 10-13	 Incoming Freshman Bridge Program
August 13	 Back-to-School Parent Information Night
August 14	 Incoming Freshman/New Student Orientation/FunFest

Schedule for the 2026-2027 School Year
August 18		  First Day of School
September 7		  No school: Labor Day
October 8-9 		  No school: Professional Development Days
November 25-27	 No school: Thanksgiving Break
December 8		  No school: Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 16-18 	 Exams (early dismissal on exam days)
December 21 — January 3 	 No school: Christmas Break
January 4		  School Resumes after Christmas Break
January 18		  No school: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 15		  No school: Presidents Day
March 12 		  No school: Professional Development Day
March 25 - April 2  	 No school: Easter Break
April 5 			   School Resumes after Spring Break
May 28 			  Last day of school
May 28 			  Graduation

https://www.schoolbelles.com/myschool/M37/s193
https://www.schoolbelles.com/myschool/M37/s193


       

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

FINAL FORMS ACCOUNTS
FINALFORMS UPDATES REQUIRED FOR 2026-2027

Notre Dame Academy partners with FinalForms, an online forms and data
management service which allows you to complete and sign forms for your
daughter(s) online. FinalForms saves data from year-to-year, meaning you will
never need to enter the same information twice! You may review your data
at any time throughout the year to verify that it is current. If participating 
in athletics, parents and students were expected to use FinalForms and 
complete their updates for this school year or by the first day of school, if not 
participating in athletics. FinalForms is active now and if support is needed, 
please contact the school office.

Students who want to participate in athletics must upload a valid, signed 
KHSAA physical form in Final Forms before participating in any athletic 
activities, including conditioning workouts, open gyms and tryouts for all 
sports. The KHSAA physical form can be found HERE. If you do not have a 
FinalForms account, please create one account at:

https://notredameacademy-ky.finalforms.com

and follow the prompts to create the parent account, begin your daughter’s
account and sign your forms. Your daughter’s NDA gmail must be used when
setting up her account. Once the parent/guardian creates the account, the 
student will be prompted in her NDA email to submit her forms. Please note:
if you have already turned in your daughter’s immunization record, you do not 
need to upload it separately. School personnel will upload it for you.

If a NDA student is struggling to login, click on the button “Login with Google.”
The username and password should then be recognized.

If you already have an account for a current NDA student and need to add 
another daughter: Login to your account and click MY STUDENTS to add 
another student to your account and make any updates for your returning 
student.

Make sure you are updating information for the 26-27 school year. If you have
any issues or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Stacey Turner at 
turners@ndapandas.org.

DELICIOUS NEWS

CAFETERIA INFORMATION
As we prepare for the start of the school year, families can find everything you 
need to know about dining at NDA in one convenient place!

A hot lunch and salad bar are available for purchase each day in the Longshore 
Dining Hall, along with a variety of à la carte options.

Visit our Cafeteria Information Page for:

•	 Daily menus and pricing
•	 PayPAMS information and account setup
•	 Instructions for adding money to your daughter’s cafeteria account
•	 Information about automatic payments and low-balance notifications
•	 Details about cash and check deposits
•	 Cafeteria contact information

Have questions? Mrs. Karen Brungs, Cafeteria Business Manager, is happy to 
help at 859-292-1856 or brungsk@ndapandas.org.

CLICK HERE FOR ALL NDA CAFETERIA INFORMATION

https://www.ndapandas.org/wp-content/uploads/KHSAA-Physical-2023-24-1-1-7.pdf
https://notredameacademy-ky.finalforms.com
mailto:turners%40ndapandas.org?subject=
mailto:brungsk%40ndapandas.org?subject=
https://www.ndapandas.org/resources/policies-procedures/cafeteria-2


 

ROBOTICS IS COMING TO NDA!

NEW ROBOTICS CLUB TO LAUNCH INNOVATIVE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR STUDENTS
Notre Dame Academy is excited to announce the launch of a new Robotics Club for the 2026-27 school year!

Students participating in the club will have the opportunity to design, build, program and compete while exploring the exciting 
world of robotics and engineering. The club will focus on teamwork, creativity, problem-solving and innovation as students work 
together on hands-on projects and challenges.

In addition to gaining valuable STEM experience, students can also earn a one-half credit through participation in the club.

The new program reflects NDA’s continued commitment to innovation and preparing young women to lead in an ever-changing 
technological world. Students interested in robotics are encouraged to complete the interest Google Form found HERE. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZjO7XC39A_ReLxkq7997IEFJ7ih8tR6Vp2TQ8gAuPWShQlg/viewform


FINE ARTS NEWS

GET READY TO CUT LOOSE!

THERE’S A PLACE FOR EVERY PANDA 
IN NDA THEATRE!
The NDA Theatre Department is getting ready to kick off an exciting new 
season with this fall’s musical, Footloose: The Musical!

Based on the iconic 1984 film and featuring a high-energy, Top 40 score, 
Footloose tells the story of Ren McCormack, a teenager who moves from 
Chicago to a small town where dancing has been banned. Filled with great 
music, memorable characters and plenty of heart, the show celebrates the 
importance of listening to one another, finding your voice and, of course, 
dancing!

Auditions will be held August 24–27 after school, with rehearsals beginning 
the week after Labor Day. Performances are scheduled for November 20–22.

Want to Get Involved?

There’s a place for everyone in NDA Theatre!

On Stage: Students interested in auditioning can find all of the audition 
information here.

Behind the Scenes: Not interested in performing? Join the crew! Students 
can help build sets, hang and focus lights, work with sound, create props, and 
assist with hair, makeup and costumes. Sign up for crew here.

Already involved in a sport or another extracurricular? Don’t count yourself out! 
Mrs. Leonard is happy to work with students to accommodate a reasonable 
number of conflicts.

Questions? Reach out to Mrs. Leonard, NDA Theatre Director.

We can’t wait to see our Pandas cut loose this fall!

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SING WITH YOU!

JOIN CHOIR!
Are you interested in joining NDA’s choir, the Panda Tones? 

Whether you’re an experienced singer or just love to sing, we’d love to have 
you join! No audition is required, and choir is open to students in all grade 
levels. Choir meets once a week after school and earns ½ credit each year. 
Members perform at school concerts, athletic events, formal school functions, 
Masses, and the theatre showcase.

Interested in learning more? Join us for a brief informational meeting for new, 
returning, and prospective members on Tuesday, August 25, at 3:15 p.m. in the 
Choral Room.

Questions? Email Mrs. Chandler at chandlerk@ndapandas.org.

Come join the Panda Tones—we can’t wait to sing with you!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HIy1j5XiPY55_uHHem6gT6T8bRFVKHmo
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBZHXDEBq7E-THHrqPkM5Wqua77MYgN8G4y3xwuJZoHmiTMQ/viewform
mailto:chandlerk%40ndapandas.org?subject=


       
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF NDA/CCH BAND!

KICKING OFF THE YEAR WITH GREAT 
MUSIC
The NDA/CCH Band is celebrating its 30th year, and we’re ready to make some 
music!

We had a fantastic turnout for Summer Learning Band, with an impressive 
group of students in grades 7–12. Now it’s time to kick off another great year!

Remember: “If it’s Monday, it’s Band!”

Band offers students:

•	 ½ Fine Arts credit
•	 Approximately one performance per month
•	 A great opportunity to make music and be part of the NDA/CCH Band 

community

Upcoming: Saturday, August 15 | 9:00–10:15 a.m.

If you would like more information on becoming part of this legendary group, 
contact Mr. Greg Cerimele at cerimeleg@ndapandas.org.

mailto:cerimeleg%40ndapandas.org?subject=


ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

FROM THE DESK OF THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

PANDA ATHLETICS
Fall Sports Updates

GOLF

The Panda Golf Team is off to a busy start! Varsity has competed in 11 tournaments so far this season, earning one victory along with 
several strong finishes. The team continues to improve and get stronger with every event.

JV is undefeated through three matches and has also competed in four 18-hole tournaments. Our Panda Squad continues to 
practice, learn, and build their skills as they develop their love for the game.

Upcoming: Varsity takes on Cooper on August 13. 

Cross Country

Cross Country is busy preparing for its season opener, which Notre Dame Academy will host at Williamstown High School on August 
22. The Panda Classic/Diocesan Cross Country Meet will bring teams together for an exciting day of competition. We look forward to 
seeing our Pandas hit the course!

Soccer
Soccer opened the season with a HUGE 2–1 victory over Sacred Heart Academy! Congratulations, Pandas!

Coming up:

August 15: JV/Varsity at South Oldham — 10:00/11:30 AM

August 17: Freshman/JV/Varsity at Ryle — 5:00/6:30/8:00 PM

August 19: JV/Varsity at Dixie — 6:00/7:30 PM

Don’t Forget Your Tickets!

Remember to purchase your tickets online for Notre Dame Academy home games:

Notre Dame Academy Tickets & Season Passes

Sports Participation Fees

Sports Participation Fees will be billed through FACTS by August 21. Please check your FACTS account to make sure you are 
prepared for this upcoming charge.

We are excited about the start of another great season of Notre Dame Academy Athletics! Come out, support our Pandas, and cheer 
on our student-athletes! 

https://events.hometownticketing.com/boxoffice/ndapandas/entity/schools/1?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Volleyball
Volleyball is preparing for the season with a scrimmage against Mount Notre Dame on August 12 from 5:00–8:00 PM.

The Pandas open regular-season play at Conner on August 17, with Freshman/JV/Varsity matches at 5:00/6:00/7:00 PM.

On August 19, the Pandas travel to Highlands for Freshman/JV/Varsity matches at 5:00/6:00/7:00 PM.

Playing for a Purpose - Mark your calendars
Join us as we honor those battling cancer, celebrate survivors, and support families impacted by the disease during our annual 

Playing for a Purpose event.

Scholarship Nomination Form:

https://forms.gle/x7pJzox7JBg1wd3R8

Go Pandas!

https://forms.gle/x7pJzox7JBg1wd3R8


Advancing the Mission

Join alumnae, parents, grandparents, faculty,
staff and friends as we come together to support

the young women of Notre Dame Academy on Saturday, 
November 14, 2026 at The Madison Event Center.

Please also join us for...

Freshman Parent

Light the Night for NDA
GIFT GATHERING PARTY

Thursday, August 13
7:30 p.m. at NDA
Immediately following 
Back to School Night.

All Parent

Light the Night for NDA
GIFT GATHERING PARTY

Thursday, September 17
7:30 p.m. 

Bring a gift card or other item for our 
silent or live auctions and help kick off 

this year’s event!

Bring Tickets, Experiences, Libations 
or Cash. All donations help to make 
Light the Night for NDA a success!

Light the Night
for NDA

Questions? Contact NDA’s Advancement Office at (859) 292-7729.



Important dates
August 10-13		  Incoming Freshman Bridge Program

August 13		  Back-to-School Parent Information Night

August 14		  Incoming Freshman/New Student Orientation and FunFest

August 18 		  First Day of School

August 20		  Alumnae Rosary

September 4 		  Picture Day

September 7 		  No School - Labor Day

September 8 		  St. Joe’s Crescent Springs Shadow Day

September 10 		 Blessed Sacrament Shadow Day

September 14 		 Junior Retreat

September 16 		 Scholarship Breakfast

September 17 		 Alumnae Rosary

September 22 	 St. Pius X Shadow Day

September 21 		 Junior Retreat

September 24 	 St. Agnes and Prince of Peace Shadow Day

October 1 		  Foundation Day

October 4 		  Golden Graduates Mass and Lunch

October 8-9 		  No School - PD Days

October 15 		  Alumnae Rosary

October 16 		  NDA/CCH Frosh Halloween Bash

October 21-23 		 Senior Retreat

November 2 		  Remembrance Mass

November 8 		  Open House

November 14 		  Light the Night for NDA

November 19 		  Alumnae Rosary

November 19 		  Alumnae Dinner Theatre

SHARING OUR

Community News
You can find a complete list of community news HERE.

•	 Preschool Aide Position Available
•	 Real Talk & Real Hope 2026

COMMUNITY
			   NEWS 

https://www.ndapandas.org/news/2025/09/08/community-news-3

