
Dear Panda Families, 
As we continue through this Easter season, we are reminded that the joy of the Resurrection is not just something we celebrate 
for a day, but a promise we are called to live each day. After walking through Holy Week together, we now step forward in hope, 
renewed by the truth that light overcomes darkness and that God is always at work in our lives.

At Notre Dame Academy, I see that spirit of hope and new life present in so many ways. It is reflected in the leadership of our 
students, as our Student Council was recognized nationally for their commitment and excellence. It is seen in the creativity 
of our young women, from the beauty of handwritten Latin manuscripts to the artistry and expression we look forward to 
celebrating at Arts Fest. It is lived out in acts of compassion and service, like the student-led jewelry sale supporting those 
impacted by breast cancer.

These moments are more than accomplishments. They are signs of formation. They show young women growing into who God 
is calling them to be, leaders who use their gifts with purpose, compassion and courage.

We also see this spirit in the way our community comes together in prayer. As a faith-filled school, we continue to lift up those 
in need, both within our NDA family and beyond. Whether facing illness, loss or personal challenges, we hold one another in 
prayer and entrust each intention to God’s care. This quiet but powerful support is one of the many ways our mission comes to 
life each day.

We also see this growth in the opportunities our students embrace. Whether stepping into leadership roles, pursuing prestigious 
academic programs or challenging themselves in athletics and the arts, our students continue to say yes to growth. That 
willingness to step forward, even when something is new or uncertain, is rooted in the same trust we reflected on during Lent, 
a trust that God is guiding their path.

As we look ahead to the final weeks of the school year, there is much to anticipate, including celebrations, milestones and 
opportunities to come together as a community. This is always a particularly meaningful time of year, and one I look forward to 
each year. I encourage you to remain present in these moments. Take time to celebrate your daughter’s growth, to encourage 
her in the busy days ahead and to continue grounding your family in faith.

Thank you for the many ways you partner with us in this mission. It is a privilege to walk 
alongside you as we form young women who lead with faith, confidence and purpose.
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Walk in Faith,

Mrs. Lisa Ruwe Timmerding ’97

Walk in Faith! 



      

FAITH IN ACTION

FAITH FORMATION

UPCOMING PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
All Seniors will attend the Diocesan Senior Mass at the Cathedral on 

Friday, April 17 at 10:00 a.m.  This is a great time opportunity to join in 

prayer with all the Seniors at the Diocesan schools. 

We will celebrate mass at 7:20 a.m. on Tuesday, April 21 in the chapel.

We will pray a decade of the rosary at 7:45 a.m. on April 16 and April 20.  

All are welcome to join us. 

Our final all school mass will be held at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, May 1, 2026 

in the gym.  This is a very speical occassion for our school as it is our 

May Crowning Mass. Parents are invited to join us in this celebration, 

please use this link to RSVP. 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

PEER MINISTRY TEAM 2026/27  
There will be an information meeting held during PPT on Tuesday, 

April 21 in the chapel for any student who is interested in being on the 

Peer Ministry team next school year.  

Peer Ministry is a team of students who work together to create a 

prayerful atmosphere throughout the school year by serving as leaders 

during the school day as well as at liturgies, retreats, and service events.  

The team also plans and leads optional prayer experiences that invite 

all students to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Students interested in Peer Ministry should sign up for the chapel in 

Flex by 9:00 p.m. on Monday April 20.

Peer 
Ministry

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc39VNixcKifmOIUKiYcO6mo45L6hqDGRO_-xcBOO1fFqek-w/viewform


Student Life

PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITION

NDA STUDENT COUNCIL EARNS 
NATIONAL GOLD COUNCIL OF 
EXCELLENCE AWARD
Congratulations to NDA’s Student Council for receiving the 2026 National Gold 
Council of Excellence Award. This prestigious award is a testament to the highest 
standard of quality, leadership, innovation, and community engagement that 
our council consistently demonstrates through its operation, projects, and 
activities. Thank you to all members of our student council for your hard work 
and dedication to Notre Dame Academy.

NDA STUDENTS STEP INTO LEADERSHIP ROLES

STUDENT COUNCIL CO-PRESIDENTS 
ELECTED FOR 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
Congratulations to the following students who were elected by their classmates 
as student council’s grade level co-presidents for the 2026-2027 school year.

Sophomore class co-presidents: Brooke Sweeney and Chloe Schreiber 

Junior class co-presidents: Lauren Mba and Emma Boyce

Senior class co-presidents: Ruth Maier and Julia Stegman

ATTENTION SENIOR PARENTS
GRADUATION INFORMATION
Parents of soon to be graduates:  Regarding ALL events coming up to honor 
your daughter and her incredible accomplishments: see this live document 
that our Senior Class Co-Presidents and Admin will be editing as we near the 
finish line!. It includes all of the important events coming up over the course of 
the next two months.

Also, it is important for us to be transparent regarding a potential “Senior 
Skip Day.”  Please note that this is NOT a tradition that is supported by the 
admin, faculty or staff at NDA.  Last year many students were upset about 
consequences that were given due absences from Senior Skip Day.  NO ONE at 
NDA is encouraging this event; students are choosing to miss school, therefore 
there may be consequences.  It will be an unexcused absence and other 
consequences could occur as well.  We wanted to be sure that this was clearly 
communicated to both parents and students.

Finally, we asked your daughter to please work with us to be diligent, determined, 
and amazing as they end their time at NDA.  We cannot wait to celebrate with 
you and your daughters.

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

FOR 
GRADUATING 

SENIORS!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L8cAV14eqhLFT48Z8o6quWbAlHAtHnA6WL8_OEW-kDA/edit?tab=t.0


      

ORDER YOUR 2026 NDA YEARBOOK TODAY

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE TO 
CAPTURE THIS YEAR’S MEMORIES
NDA’s 2026 yearbook is now available to order at Jostens ( jostens.com). Be sure 
to place your order soon to secure your copy of this special keepsake.

The yearbook captures the moments that make Notre Dame Academy 
unique—from academics and athletics to faith, friendships and the everyday 
experiences that define the NDA sisterhood. It is a lasting way for students and 
families to remember the 2025-2026 school year.

Our publications classes dedicate countless hours to designing, writing and 
producing a high-quality yearbook that reflects the spirit and story of our school 
community. Your support helps make this important tradition possible.

YEARBOOK

A MESSAGE FROM

OFFICER RIGNEY
Dear Parents and Guardians,

As part of our continued efforts to improve safety and traffic flow during student 
dismissal, we are implementing an adjustment to our pick-up procedures.

Beginning immediately, we are asking all parents picking up students after 
school to stage in the theatre parking lot rather than the main parking lot, as 
was previously done. This change will help reduce congestion, improve traffic 
movement, and create a safer environment for our students and staff.

You may also notice cones placed in new areas throughout the campus. These 
are being used to help guide traffic and support the updated flow of vehicles. In 
an effort to reduce some of the issues experienced in our parking lot as of late.

We understand that this is a change from past practice and appreciate your 
patience and cooperation as we work to improve dismissal procedures for 
everyone.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain a safe and orderly 
campus.

Sincerely,
Officer Jodie Rigney

SAVE THE DATE
NDA ARTS FEST 2026
Mark your calendars for our second annual NDA Arts Fest on Tuesday, May 12 at 
5:30 p.m.! This special evening celebrates the creativity, talent, and dedication of 
our students across the visual and performing arts. From fine art, band, chorus, 
textiles. theatre, and design, Arts Fest showcases the many ways our young 
women express their gifts and bring beauty to our community.

Join us as we honor the hard work of our student artists and celebrate an 
evening filled with inspiration, performance, and Panda pride. More details will 
be provided as the event approaches. We look forward to seeing you there!

https://www.jostens.com/


      

SENIOR ACCOMPLISHMENT

FLYING PIG SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEE - 
NDA’S FIRST EVER
We are happy to share that senior Megan Fedor was chosen as one of the 
recipients of the Flying Pig Scholarship.  She received this huge honor and was 
one of very few students who were chosen from Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana.  
This scholarship will provide her with a $20,000 academic scholarship for 
dedication, service, teamwork, and academic excellence.  We are so proud of 
Megan and excited that she is the first ever Panda to receive this award.  Thank 
you, Megan for representing NDA so well and hopefully this is the start of many 
Pandas achieving such an accomplishment.

PANDA CAPTURES JUNIOR NATIONAL TITLE

CLARE HERFEL MAKES WAVES ON THE 
NATIONAL STAGE
Clare Herfel recently captured the USA Swimming Open Water Junior National 
Championship in the 5K event, earning the national title in a highly competitive 
field of the country’s top young distance swimmers. The race, held in Sarasota, 
Florida, showcased Clare’s endurance, discipline, and elite talent as she powered 
her way to a first-place finish.

NDA academic counselor Chrissy Monohan and her niece (and fellow Panda to 
Clare), Abby Carnes, were in Sarasota and had the opportunity to cheer Clare on 
in person, celebrating this incredible accomplishment firsthand.

Clare’s national championship is an exciting moment for both her and the 
NDA community, and we look forward to cheering her on as she continues her 
swimming career.

SHOW YOUR NDA SPIRIT 

SHOP THE BAMBOOTIQUE 
Pick up something to wear while you are cheering on your favorite Pandas this 
spring! And don’t miss out on the new Edgar T-shirt! Visit the Bambootique in 
person or shop ONLINE.

https://bambootique.ndapandas.org/collections/t-shirt/products/edgar-t-shirt


BRINGING LATIN TO LIFE

LATIN STUDENTS STUDY 
PALEOGRAPHY, MAKE MANUSCRIPTS
Every year the dual credit Latin students do a unit (or two!) on Latin manuscripts: 
searching through the Vatican Library’s extensive online manuscript database 
to find ones that interest them, learning about the different scripts and writing 
styles and trying to decipher the Latin texts written in them, and admiring the 
decorative, color-filled artwork and beauty of these old texts. Students then pick 
out their favorite manuscript to reproduce the best they can. 

This year, NDA alumna and local artist, Marlene Steele, came to class to share 
her knowledge and expertise, teaching the students some script styles and her 
calligraphy tips and tricks for their project, and even letting them try their hand 
at writing with her ink jars and pens. Marlene came to class four years ago for 
this same project and we were thrilled to have her back with us again!

This project allows students to get a sense of where our modern-day Latin texts 
and books came from, how they were preserved through the generations, 
and the incredible care, patience, and artistry that went into making medieval 
manuscripts. We also take this opportunity to ‘nerd out’, using various materials 
to create manuscripts, from Sharpies to colored pencils, and even real feathers 
and jars of ink to make feather pens!



STUDENTS TURN STYLE INTO SUPPORT

JEWELRY SALE RAISES MORE THAN 
$1,100 FOR BREAST CANCER CHARITY
NDA students recently combined creativity, community and compassion to 
support a meaningful cause.

Students organized a jewelry sale benefiting I Have Wings Breast Cancer 
Foundation, raising more than $1,100 in just two days. The event featured 
donated jewelry pieces, each sold for just $1, creating a fun and accessible way 
for students and faculty to participate while supporting an important mission.

The sale quickly became a fun experience, as Panda shoppers browsed unique 
pieces and connected over the shared purpose of giving back. From bracelets 
and necklaces to one-of-a-kind finds, each purchase contributed to making a 
difference in the lives of those impacted by breast cancer!

JOIN THE FUN!

NDA SUMMER CAMPS 2026: 
OUR BEST LINEUP EVER!
Get ready for a summer full of creativity, exploration 
and fun at Notre Dame Academy! Registration is now 
open for NDA’s 2026 Summer Camps, offering a wide 
range of engaging opportunities for students of all 
ages and interests.

This year’s enrichment camps include hands-on 
experiences in robotics, science, art, textiles, theatre 
and more. Whether your daughter is interested in 
coding with Sphero robots, solving puzzles in Escape 
Room Camp, exploring science in DNA@NDA or 
expressing her creativity through studio art and 
textiles, there is something for everyone.

Students can also travel back in time with Roamin’ 
Through Rome, build musical skills in Summer 
Learning Band Camp or take the stage in Theatre 
Camp. In addition to these enrichment options, NDA 
will once again offer a variety of athletic camps.

These camps are a wonderful way for students to 
build skills, make new friends and experience the 
energy and sisterhood of NDA in a fun and supportive 
environment.

Spots fill quickly, so we encourage families to register 
early.

Register HERE!

We can’t wait to welcome you to campus this summer!

https://www.ndapandas.org/academics/summer-enrichment-programs-at-nda


      
DELICIOUS NEWS

LUNCH MENU
This week’s lunch menu and the cafeteria price sheet are available HERE for 
easy reference. Families are encouraged to check the menu often to help stu-
dents plan ahead for meals they’ll enjoy.

TRAIN STRONGER. PLAY BETTER.

TEAM TRAINING PROGRAM BUILDS 
STRENGTH, SPEED AND CONFIDENCE 
FOR ALL ATHLETES
Notre Dame Academy athletes have an exciting opportunity to elevate 
their performance through the TEAM TRAINING program.

Open to all athletes, regardless of sport, the program focuses on agility, 
strength, power and injury prevention—key components for success in 
any athletic setting. Participants will build speed, improve movement 
and develop the strength needed to compete at their best.

With limited spots available, students are encouraged to take 
advantage of this opportunity to grow stronger, stay healthy and gain 
confidence in their game.

IMPORTANT DATES

2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR
As we look ahead to the 2026-27 school year, we are sharing key dates to help 
families plan for holidays, breaks and important milestones throughout the 
year. Please note these dates on your calendar as you begin making plans for 
the year ahead. 

Schedule for the 2026-27 School Year
August 18 — First Day of School

September 7 — No school: Labor Day

October 8-9 — No school: Professional Development Days

November 25-27 — No school: Thanksgiving Break

December 8 — No school: Feast of the Immaculate Conception

December 16-18 — Exams (early dismissal on exam days)

December 21 — January 3 — No school: Christmas Break

January 4 — School Resumes after Christmas Break

January 18 — No school: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

February 15 — No school: Presidents Day

March 12 — No school: Professional Development Day

March 25 — April 2 — No school: Easter Break

April 5 — School Resumes after Spring Break

May 28 — Last day of school

May 28 — Graduation

https://www.ndapandas.org/resources/policies-procedures/cafeteria-2


FINE ARTS

EXPLORING ART BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

NDA STUDENTS GAIN INSPIRATION 
AND INSIGHT DURING A VISIT TO 
THE UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY’S 
ART PROGRAM
Students from Notre Dame Academy’s Art 3 and AP Art classes 
recently had the opportunity to immerse themselves in a collegiate art 
environment during a visit to the University of Kentucky’s art program. 
The trip offered a firsthand look at how artistic study evolves beyond 
the high school level, exposing students to new techniques, ideas, and 
creative pathways.

One of the highlights of the visit was a tour of the university’s 
art museum, where students experienced a diverse range of 
contemporary and traditional works. Seeing professional pieces up 
close sparked conversations about composition, meaning, and artistic 
intent. The group also explored the Creative Arts Living Learning 
Program, where they learned how students integrate their artistic 
passions into everyday college life. This unique residential community 
demonstrated how collaboration and constant creative engagement 
can shape artistic growth.

The visit concluded with a tour of the School of Art and Visual Design, 
where Notre Dame students viewed studio spaces and spoke with 
faculty about the program’s offerings. They gained insight into different 
concentrations, from painting and sculpture to digital media, and 
learned about the expectations of college-level art courses. Overall, 
the experience was both inspiring and informative, giving students a 
clearer vision of what pursuing art in higher education can look like 
while motivating them to continue developing their own creative 
voices.



ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
FROM THE DESK OF THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

PANDA ATHLETICS

Lacrosse
Coming off a short spring break, the Pandas are ready to kick off the second half of their season. They travel to 

Dixie on Tuesday, April 14—come out and support!

On Monday, the Pandas secured another exciting win against Lexington Catholic, 13–12. After spring break, they 

will face Dixie Heights on 4/14.

Tennis
Tennis is back in action this week as they host Villa on Thursday at Notre Dame. Keep up the great work, Pandas!

Track & Field
The JV track and field team competes at Elder on Tuesday, April 14. Then on Thursday, the Pandas host their 

Annual Diocese Track Meet at Notre Dame. Let’s go, Pandas!

Softball
Our JV softball team stayed busy over spring break. They faced Ludlow on April 8, followed by a game against 

Conner on April 9, and hosted a doubleheader with Simon Kenton on April 11.

This week, both Varsity and JV travel to Beechwood, then return home to host Dixie on Wednesday. The 

freshman team will wrap up the week at the Freshman Tournament at Dixie.

Golf Outing
Be sure to register for our Annual NDA Athletics Golf Outing—we’d love to see you there!



COUNSELING AND STUDENT SERVICES

RECOGNITION IN GOVERNOR’S PROGRAMS

STUDENTS SELECTED AND 
RECOGNIZED FOR PRESTIGIOUS 
STATE OPPORTUNITIES
Notre Dame Academy students are once again being recognized 
through Kentucky’s highly competitive Governor’s Programs, with 
exceptional results across all three areas: the Governor’s Scholars 
Program, Governor’s School for the Arts and Governor’s School for 
Entrepreneurs.

In the Governor’s Scholars Program, all six NDA applicants were 
selected to attend, an outstanding achievement that reflects both 
their academic excellence and leadership potential. 

Congratulations to:

Bella McElwee
Sabrina Scroggins
Olivia Browning
Brooklyn Kelly

Ruth Maier 
Erin McGraw

In the Governor’s School for the Arts, Naveah Carpenter was accepted 
in Dance, an impressive accomplishment in a year when the program 
was significantly more selective, offering only one session instead of 
two. Josie Kramer was named an alternate in Architecture and Design.

In the Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs, Ella Epplen was waitlisted, 
reflecting the strength of her application in a highly competitive field.

These recognitions highlight the talent, dedication and courage of 
NDA students as they pursue opportunities to grow and lead beyond 
the classroom. Congratulations Pandas!



IMPORTANT UPDATE:

DUAL CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP 
ELIGIBILITY ADJUSTED
Last week, the General Assembly passed the 2026-2028 biennial 

budget. The budget does not include adequate appropriation amounts 

to fully fund projected Dual Credit Scholarship disbursements for the 

upcoming biennium. As a result, KHEAA is adjusting the Dual Credit 

Scholarship eligibility limits. 

 

The Dual Credit Scholarship eligibility limits are as follows for the 2026-

2027 year:

•	 For students in grades 11 & 12 , the scholarship will pay for one (1) 

General Education dual credit course each year

What does this mean? Only one General Education course will be 

eligible for the scholarship each year instead of the two courses that 

have been covered in the past. So, students can either adjust their 

schedules or families will need to make plans to pay for the additional 

coursework if your student is currently scheduled to take 2 dual credit 

courses next year. 

I expect that the tuition cost for next year will be $99/credit hour or 

$297 for a 3-credit course and $396 for a 4-credit course. There is still 

value in taking more than just the one dual credit course, considering 

the cost of a degree and classes at a traditional college rate. Dual 

credit can be worth the investment in saving time and money down 

the road. As a reference, the average total cost per credit hour at any 

public postsecondary institution is $850; the average cost per course 

is $2,550 (EducationData.org). 

I am happy to answer any questions or help support families navigate 

next steps moving forward. Please don’t hesitate to reach out! 

Erin Stanley

Senior Academic Counselor 

(859) 292-1830 ex. 1830 

stanleye@ndapandas.org
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Advancing the Mission

JOIN US
ALUMNAE ROSARY
On April 23, at 9:30 a.m., Notre Dame Academy will host an alumnae 
rosary in our Mary, Mother of the World Chapel. This monthly tradition 
offers an opportunity to pause, pray and reflect together as a school 
family.

All are welcome to attend and join the NDA community in prayer.

SUPPORTING THE NDA EXPERIENCE

SUPPORT THE ANNUAL FUND AND 
120 YEARS OF MORE
As we celebrate 120 Years of More, more than just an education, a 
transformation; more than just a classroom, a community of faith; 
more than just preparation for college, a formation for life, your 
participation matters. Every gift, at every level, is an investment in 
your daughter and in every Panda here.

Thank you for your partnership and for believing in the mission of 
Notre Dame Academy.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE HERE

BE PART OF NDA’S SIGNATURE EVENT
HELP US LIGHT THE NIGHT
There’s something special about coming together as a community and 
Light the Night for NDA is one of those moments.

This signature NDA event is a celebration of our mission and a powerful 
way we support the programs and opportunities that make NDA 
exceptional.

We’re inviting parents to be part of the team behind the scenes — 
helping bring the energy, creativity, and spirit that make this night 
unforgettable.

Whether you love planning, organizing, or just want to lend a hand, 
there’s a place for you.

Join our Chairs, Tracie Stacy, Laura Mauller, and Jen Fariello, and be part 
of something meaningful, fun, and truly impactful for our students.

Interested? Call the Advancement Office at 859.292.7729

Let’s make this a night to remember — together. NOVEMBER 14

https://www.ndapandas.org/support-nda/annual-fund


June June June
Important dates

April 16				   Prom Fashion Show

April 17				   Senior Mass - Cathedral

April 18				   Prom

April 22			   Mid-Quarter

April 23			   Alumnae Rosary

April 24			   Food Truck Day

April 26			   Spring Band Concert at CCH

April 27-29			   Girls Schools Unite Fundraiser

May 1				    May Crowning Mass

May 2				    Math and Language Placements Tests for Incoming Freshmen

May 4				    AP Exams begin

May 5				    Academic Signing 

May 6				    Senior Pancake Breakfast

May 9				    Senior Dinner Dance

May 11-13			   Quilt Show

May 12				   Art Fest - Quilt Show

May 13				   Academic Awards

May 14 			   Senior Luncheon and Senior Send Off

May 15 				   AP Exams End

May 15, 18			   Senior Exams

May 16 				   Theatre Banquet

May 18-20			   Exams

May 21         			   Cleaning Day

				    Alumnae Rosary 

            				    Baccalaureate Mass

May 22         			   No School - End of Semester

				    Senior Recognition Breakfast

             				   Graduation 	

June 5         			   NDA Golf Outing

June 18        			   Alumnae Rosary 

June  19			   Athletic Dead Period Begins

SHARING OUR

Community News
You can find a complete list of community news HERE.

•	 Fr. Picchioni April 23, 3 p.m. Reality Tuesday Cafe
•	 Electronic Recycling Drive 

COMMUNITY
			   NEWS 

https://www.ndapandas.org/news/2025/09/08/community-news-3

