
Name: _____________________________________________________​​         ​         AP World History Summer Assignment  

Please make sure to complete the following summer assignment and submit to your AP World History Classroom page on Google Classroom under “Summer 
Assignment,” and it is due at the beginning of the 3rd day of class.  The assignment will be graded for accuracy, effort, and completion. There is more 
information under “Final Notes” on the last page. NDA Email Address: cerimelem@ndapandas.org. 

Learning Outcomes: 
●​ LO 1: Identify the major AP World History regions of the world. 
●​ LO 2: Identify people, products, and ideas throughout East Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, and East Africa and their places of origin. 
●​ LO 3: Identify the places that major people, products, and ideas moved to between AD 1200-1450 (Time Period A). 
●​ LO 4: Explain how people, products, and ideas move by learning about these Buzzwords: Zheng He, Chen Zuyi, Yongle Dynasty, Products around the Indian Ocean, 

Tribute, Technology, Cultural Diffusion, Chingghis Khan, Mongol Warfare, Mongol World War, Ortugh, Pastoral Nomad, Mongol Women, Causes of Mongol Conquest, and Effects of Mongol Conquest. 

●​ LO 5: Write an SAQ (Short Answer Question) in the correct AP format. 

Part 1: Learning Outcome 1 
Directions: Examine the map and write your answers in 1-3 complete sentences. 

 

mailto:cerimelem@ndapandas.org
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●​ Question 1. What AP World History region of the world do you live in? What is one political, religious, intellectual, economic, 
social, or technological feature of this region that you observe or interact with? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 2: What different AP World History region have you traveled to or want to travel to? What is one political, religious, 
intellectual, economic, social, or technological feature of this region that you have interacted with or think you may interact with? 
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Part 2: Learning Outcome 2  
●​ Question 3; Directions: Read the “Southernization” article by Lynda Shaffer and complete the diagram below as you read by 

listing the CAPITALIZED NAMES of 5 of the people, products, or ideas from the WORD BANK ON THE NEXT PAGE into 
the CORRECT PLACES OF ORIGIN ON THE MAP. You do not need to write these in complete sentences, but list your 
answers. These are important people, products, ideas, and places to know throughout the course. 
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WORK BANK 

People Products Ideas and Technologies 

BUDDHIST MISSIONARIES 

ENSLAVED PERSONS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COTTON TEXTILES (clothes) 

SILK 

SUGARCANE PLANT 

(edible) SUGAR CRYSTALS 

BLUE-BLACK GARB (shirt) 

COTTON CANVAS 

CHAMPA RICE 

SPICES (pepper, cinnamon) 

COMPASS 

BLOCK PRINTING 

CITRUS FRUITS (oranges, lemons, grapefruit) 

 

LUG SAILS 

NAVIGATING WITH STARS 

MATHEMATICS (Algebra) 

INVENTION OF “0” 

BUDDHISM 

 

Part 3: Learning Outcome 3 
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Directions: As you continue to read the “Southernization” article by Lynda Schaffer, answer the following questions in 2-4 complete 
sentences. 
 

●​ Question 4: In your own words, what is Southernization? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 5: Summarize what is happening to all of these different people, products, ideas and technologies between the time 
periods of 2300 BCE (2300 BC) and 1300 CE (AD 1300). 
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●​ Question 6: Directions: First, pick 3 of the items from the Product Column and make a Grocery List of which ones you would 

want to buy and rank them as 1, 2, and 3 respectively based on Number 1 being the highest. When ranking them, consider 

which product you like the most, think is the most interesting, think would be the tastiest, OR which one (after looking it up 

online) would be the most valuable, important, expensive to the world. Secondly, DRAW each of the 3 items in the correct area 

of the chart. 

 

●​ 1) 

 

 

 

 

●​ 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

●​ 3) 
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Part 4: Learning Outcome 4 
Directions: Watch the video from HistoryDose about trade (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubSKrexjBio&t=303s) and answer the 
following questions in 1-3 complete sentences. Note that the narrator is talking from the point of view of explorers traveling back and 
forth from China.** 
 

●​ Question 7 (Products that Chen Zuyi Captured): What are 2 products that Chinese sailors brought back to China after trading 
with other regions? Chen Zuyi would often try to attack and plunder these Chinese sailors to take their products. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
●​ Question 8 (Products that Zheng He Traded For): What is 1 product that Zheng He brought back to China after trading with 

the people living in India in South Asia, the Strait of Malacca, and Sumatra in Southeast Asia? Also, according to the Yongle 
Emperor, what does trading with China say about the relationship between the Chinese and other peoples? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubSKrexjBio&t=303s
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●​ Question 9 (Technology): Did Zheng He travel to East Africa by traveling through open ocean or along the coastlines? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 10 (Products of the Indian Ocean): When Zheng He got to East Africa, what did he trade for in the East African city 
of Mogadishu, and what did he give in return? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 11 (Cultural Diffusion): What is 1 particular story that Chinese traders had of the civilizations in East Africa that they 
traded with? 

 
 
 
 
 

Part 5: Learning Outcome 4 
Directions: Starting on the next page, read these pages from Chapter 4 of Ways of the World (4th Edition) by Robert W. Strayer and 
Eric W. Nelson of the book about the Mongols and answer the questions below in 1-3 complete sentences. 
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●​ Question 11: (Genghis Khan): Who is Chinggis [Genghis] Khan, and what are 3 important details about him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 12: (Mongol World War): What is the Mongol World War?  
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●​ Question 13 (Mongol Warfare): What are 2 reasons why the Mongols were successful at conquering East Asia, Central Asia, 
the Middle East, and parts of Eurasia? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 14 (Ortugh): What is an Ortugh? 
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Part 5; Learning Outcome 4 
Directions: Watch the film about the Mongols from TEDEd (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUVvTqvjUaM) and answer the 
following questions in 1-3 complete sentences. 
 

●​ Question 15 (Pastoral Nomad): Based on the details on the video (with videos, please get into the habit of looking closely at 
the actions in the video first and the objects in the video second to help you answer the question), what is a pastoral nomad? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 16 (Noble Mongol Women): What are the responsibilities of noble Mongol women? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUVvTqvjUaM
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●​ Question 17 (Causes of Mongol Conquest): What was Genghis Khan’s reason for conquering most of Asia and Europe? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 18 (Effects of Mongol Conquest): After conquering most of Asia and Europe, what were Genghis Khan’s policies 
towards religion and workers who possess special skills? 
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Part 6: Learning Outcome 4 
Question 19: Directions: WRITE A 1-3 sentence description of Genghis Khan and what you think ONE of his prized possessions 
would be. Or, DRAW an image of Genghis Khan with what you think would be ONE of his prized possessions. 
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Part 7: Learning Outcome 5 
Directions: Examine the SAQ (Short Answer Question) models below and answer the 3 SAQ Questions at this end of this document 

about what you learned about trade throughout Asia between 1200-1450 and about the Mongols. 

 

●​ What is an SAQ (Short Answer Question)?  
 

○​ An SAQ is a Free-Response question about history in which you write down an answer with 1-3 clear, brief sentences 

about the historical topic given in the question using one of the historical thinking skills. 

 

○​ Examples are: 
 

■​ Identify one continuity in the political system of China in the period 1200-1750. 

 

■​ Explain ONE way in which political continuities in China influenced the development of the global economy in the 

period 1200-1750. 

 

●​ What do I need to be able to do to answer the question?  

 

○​ Each question will ask you to complete one or more of these different historical thinking skills. The types of questions are 

defined and illustrated below. 
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○​ Here are the definitions of each Historical Thinking Skill. 

■​ CAUSE: Causes of historical events. 

■​ EFFECT: Effects of historical events on other parts of history 

■​ CONTINUITY: How historical ideas remain the same over time. 

■​ CHANGE: How historical ideas may change or appear different than they did before over time. 

■​ COMPARISON: How historical ideas are similar and different from each other. 

 

○​ Here are examples of each Historical Thinking Skill. 
■​ CAUSE (underlined): Because the population of the community increases, a community builds more housing. 

■​ EFFECT (underlined): Because the community builds more houses, more land is cleared to build them, leading 

to animals moving to another location. 

■​ CHANGE: In the 1980’s, many families had one large computer that stayed in their homes. Today, many people 

have personal computers that are portable, whether they are through their laptops, ipads, or phones. 

■​ CONTINUITY: In the 1980’s, many students wore official uniforms to school. Today, many students still wear 

official uniforms to school. 

■​ COMPARISON: Today, at Notre Dame Academy, school starts at 8 AM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Friday, but school starts at 9 AM on Wednesday. However, today, at Notre Dame Academy, school ends close to 

3 PM every day.  

●​ *** You will notice these two things in this response. (1) I had to talk about the time at Notre Dame 

Academy for both the similarities and differences. I must cover the same topics for all comparisons. (2) I 

had to cover both similarity and difference together. That will be important for later ***  
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○​ How do I write an SAQ (Short Answer Question) answer that requests me to “Describe” or “Explain”? 
■​ Writing an SAQ Response should be broken into 3 parts that may be put together as one sentence or broken into 

2 sentences.  

■​ I prefer that the response be broken into 2 sentences because it may be clearer to write and stay on track in 

which the FIRST SENTENCE shares your TOPIC and EVIDENCE,  and the SECOND SENTENCE shares your 

ANALYSIS.  

■​ Here is how to do it. 
●​ 1. Topic: Restate the major details of the question.  

○​ It is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that you start off with the most appropriate of these phrases in 

your answer when you are able. 

■​ One historical example is …  

■​ One way …  

■​ One historical example that …  

■​ One similarity is …  

■​ One difference is …  

■​ One example of a cause is …  

■​ One example of an effect is …  

■​ One example of continuity is …  

■​ One example of a change is … 

●​ 2. Evidence: Answer the question with a key historical fact written down in your own words. It should be a 

specific name of a person, place, event, item, object, concept, movement, belief, idea, etc.  

○​ Throughout the course, I will be referring to these key historical facts as “BUZZWORDS.” These 

are the items that show up often in your textbook and are looked for by the graders of the exam. 
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○​ If you are using an idea from a Primary or Secondary Source (Stimulus) as your evidence, it must 

be paraphrased in your own words. For the sake of this assignment, there is no Stimulus. We will 

be practicing these during the class. 

●​ 3. Analysis: Briefly explain how in your own words how the evidence you gave supports the question.  

○​ When you are writing this sentence in your response, it is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that you start 

off with the most appropriate of these phrases in your answer. 

■​ This shows that …  

■​ This is due to the fact that …  

■​ This is because … 

 

○​ How do I write an SAQ (Short Answer Question) answer that requests me to just “Identify”? 
■​ If the question just asks you to “Identify,” all you need to do is write 1 sentence where you complete the Topic and 

Evidence steps ONLY - WITHOUT the Analysis part. 

■​ In other words, just repeat the main parts of the question and answer the question with a key historical fact. You 

do NOT need to explain your historical fact all. 

 
○​ Videos that describe how to write an SAQ and show examples of SAQ Questions and Answers. 

■​ Practice SAQ Questions and Answers: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuKEp64eqxc  

■​ Structure of an SAQ Response (Spill the TEA!!!): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoM4tDOEQ-k 

■​ Tips on how to write an SAQ: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0842_d6Bjs  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuKEp64eqxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoM4tDOEQ-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0842_d6Bjs
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Models of SAQ Responses that EARNED CREDIT. 
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Explanation from AP College Board About Why A, B, and C Earned Credit. 
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Models of SAQ Responses that DID NOT EARN CREDIT. 
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Explanation From AP College Board About Why Responses B, C did NOT earn credit. 
 

 
 

 
●​ Question 20: Identify one product that Zheng He brought back to China during the Yongle Dynasty between 1402-1424. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: _____________________________________________________​​         ​         AP World History Summer Assignment  

 
●​ Question 21: Identify one way that Yongle Emperor, an emperor of the Ming Dynasty, showed off or displayed his power over 

other states between 1402-1424. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

●​ Question 22: Explain one effect that the Mongols conquest had on the economic conditions of Asia in the period 1200-1450. 
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Final Notes 
 

To summarize, the purpose of this assignment is to learn about the people, products, and ideas that moved during 1200-1450 as well 

as the civilizations involved. 

 

Please make sure to complete the following summer assignment and submit to your AP World History Classroom page on Google 

Classroom under “Summer Assignment” before the beginning of your AP World History class on the 3rd day of classes.  
●​ If it is submitted after your AP World History class begins on the 3rd day of classes, the assignment is late. 

 

The assignment will be graded for accuracy, effort, and completion.  

●​ There are a range of correct answers for Questions 1, 2, 6, 16, 19, 20-22. 

 

If you need more room to write your answers to the questions, you may add pages to this document using “Goodnotes” and write the 

Question Number and the additional parts of your answers on these added pages.  

●​ You may NOT leave this document blank and complete all the questions on a separate document or sheet of paper unless 

given particular, written permission by the teacher. 

 

After the assignment is submitted to Google Classroom on the 3rd day of classes, we will be going over the answers that day and 

discussing the assignment together as a class. 


