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Beyond the Classroom

   The Panda SOCCER and VOLLEYBALL 
teams beat the St. Henry Crusaders 
twice in one week!  Soccer won 2 -1 and 
volleyball took 3 of 5 games. The volleyball 
game was a bene� t where the proceeds 
went to “I Have Wings” for breast cancer 
research.

 The NDA 
basketball team, 
25th in state, 
played Boone 
County, 5th in 
state. Chandler 
Clark made a 
basket with 14 
seconds left in 
the game to tie 
it 47-47. NDA 
held Boone 
County until the 
last second of 
the game when 
Sydney Moss, a 
junior at Boone 
County, scored 
the winning 
basket to win 
the game 49-47. 

“Pain is Temporary, Pride is Forever!” This is 
the Volleyball Pandas quote for the season, and 
was even more meaningful for the Playing for 
a Purpose game, held at Thomas More College 
on September 22, 2011. The student bodies from 
St. Henry and Notre Dame came not only to 
support their team, but to help support Breast 
Cancer Research with all proceeds benefi tting 
the I Have Wings Foundation. 
“The cheering section was fi lled with pink and 
Notre Dame spirit!” said Claire Hill after attend-
ing the exhilarating and intense game. 
Freshmen and JV won in three sets and Varsity 
won three straight sets, playing best three out of 
fi ve. The Crusaders put up a good fi ght, but they 
were no match for our pandas.
This is the fourth consecutive year for Notre 
Dame and St. Henry to participate in Playing for 
a Purpose and every year the Pandas have come 
out with a victory.
Congratulations Volleyball Pandas, and GOOD 
LUCK in your post season play!

On Friday September 23, 2011, we had 
our annual Club orientation.  Club Ori-
entation is a day when Student Council 
and club moderators present the different 
clubs Notre Dame has to offer.  This year 
there were thirty-seven different clubs 
including a few new ones.  Harry Pot-
ter Club, Respect Club, and Pop Culture 
Club are some examples of the new 
clubs that Notre Dame added this year.  
The clubs were presented to the student 
body in many creative ways: a skit, 
video, or by singing and dancing.  With 
so many different clubs, many girls have 
the opportunity to be involved in the dif-
ferent activities Notre Dame has to offer. 

Our Town took place this month at NDA. Our Town is a drama about everyday life in the early 1900’s. The fi rst 
act, which is called daily life, focuses on the tasks and duties through the daily life of the Gibb and Webb fami-
lies. The next act focuses on the two leads, George and Emily, as their friendship grows and their marriage. They 
are young and scared but reassured by their parents and each other that with love they can survive. In the third act 
George is struck with grief by the death of Emily. The fi nal act focuses on Emily’s struggle to let go of the world 
she loved. The show was the premier for, Ms. Cathy Creason, the new director.    
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PURPOSE
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Gavel: What is your family like?

Ini: I have one sister, Lena, one dog, and two 
parakeets.

Mary: I have two brothers. The oldest is eighteen 
and the youngest is eleven. I also have a dog named 
Aki.

Gavel: What do teens do for fun where you are 
from?

Ini: Sports and hang out.

Mary: We have school Monday through Saturday 
and Friday nights we go to church teen group.

Gavel: What is the biggest difference between NDA 
and your prior high school?

Ini: We don’t have clubs or uniforms,  it isn’t an all 
girl school and everyone has their own style; like 
punk.

Mary: The biggest difference is that we leave 
school for lunch at 1:00 and have the rest of the day 
for ourselves. School is just for learning in Italy 
and we don’t have any school dances, clubs, or 
sports.

Gavel: What is the fashion like in your hometown?

Ini: The fashion is pretty much the same. My favor-
ite store in the US is Forever 21 and back in Ger-
many my favorite store is Forever 18.

Mary: The fashion is also pretty much the same in 
Italy. My favorite store in the US is Macy’s and 
GAP and my favorite store in Italy is H&M and 
Zara.

Gavel: What is the most popular food from 
your area?

Ini: It is mostly the same kinds of food as here 
in the United States.

Mary: It is pretty much the same here as it is in 
Italy.

Gavel: What has been your favorite thing about 
the United States?

Mary: My favorite thing about the United 
States is how friendly and welcoming the 
people are here. 

PROFILES
EXCHANGE STUDENTS SHARE THEIR STORIES

Mary Bertolini and Ini Guertle





 At one-thirty we were caught 
off-guard by a voice through the 
intercom. The principal, Mr. John 
Gross, relayed the dismissal an-
nouncements. Puzzled by this, our 
trusty guide informed us that this 
was done for the sake of the early 
leaving seniors. As in the morning, 
the announcements were devoid of 
Brian Rutemiller, Student Council 
president.  
 At 2:30, the last bell sounded 
and school was dismissed. During 
the mad rush for the front door, we 
happened to catch the opinion of 
Dave Macke, junior. When asked 
how he felt about going to an all 
boys’ school he replied, “I miss the 
girls.”

 A survey was distributed 
to the Junior and Senior Class of 
Covingtion Catholic inquiring about 
their opinions on the opposite sex 
(that’s us). One answer was selected 
for each point on the questionnaire.
 The results from this poll 
were carefully calculated and com-
piled by computers, locked and hid-
den deep in Notre Dame’s basement. 
At long last we now present to you 
“the all around girl”.
 “Foxy” girls led the pack 
followed closely “cute” and “good 
looking” chicks. A “super-personal-
ity” was a defi nite must for the “all-
around girl,” while “good looks” 
seemed to have some signifi cance, 
too.
 In the line of physical 
characteristics, a shapely blonde, 
5’5”- 5’7” tall, with medium-length 
blonde hair and blue eyes, would be 
ideal. Brown hair and eyes were sec-
ond on the list, a long with long hair, 
a height of 5’1”- 5’4”, and a slender 
fi gure. The “shapely” physique was 
chosen nearly unanimously, so start 
those exercises, girls!
 The last question of the 
survey asked for their favorite girl’s 
name. The variety of names gath-
ered leads us to believe that each 
guy had someone special in mind. 
Names such as Mary, Sue, and 
Nancy turned up more than once. A 
“supposed” liking for some rather 
unusual names was also found in 
the form of Hildegarde, Lulabell, 
Freida, and Ethel!

Reproduced from 1976 

Stay tuned: Publications class plans to 
revisit the boys across the Dixie Line and 
see their views on boy/girl relationships 
today along with their experience of 
school at an all boy high school.

What were boys thinking in 1976?



Movies, Quizzes & More

October 7th:
The Ides of March (R)

Real Steel (PG13)

October 14th:
The Big Year (PG13)

Footloose (PG13)

October 21st:
Paranormal Activity 3 (R)

The Three Musketeers 3D (PG13)

Movie Releases

 In February of 2011, Cincinnati hit celebrity 
status. We can credit this fame to our hometown 
success story, George Clooney. Clooney, graduate 
of Augusta High School, decided he wanted to bring 
some excitement back to his hometown and fi lm 
part of his movie, The Ides of March, in Cincinnati. 
In the movie, locals will recognize Fountain Square, 
the Robeling Suspension Bridge, the Ohio River, 
and parts of Covington. In addition to these places, 
Xavier University and Miami University’s cam-
puses will also be showcased throughout the movie. 
Hundreds of people gathered around the set in hopes 
of seeing Clooney or the other leading actor, Ryan 
Gosling. The movie was released October 7th across 
America and is hopefully in the running for an Os-
car. It’s safe to say all of Cincinnati will have their 
fi ngers crossed!

The Ides of March in 
Cincinnati!

The Gavel is Moving to 
the Internet!

   The Pandas are moving to an online news-
paper! The publications class has been hard at 
work trying to create a more eco-friendly form 
of the Gavel. We will be sending out e-mails to 
the links for the newspaper, so you’ll still have 
access to the wonderful Gavel!
    The Gavel has been a part of Notre Dame 
Academy for most of our 106 year history. We 
are trying to update The Gavel to make it more 
appealing and easier to access with all the tech-
nological changes we are going through. Parents 
and Alumni will also have access to The Gavel. 
We are going to strive for a more magazine lay-
out, and we will have currents events through the 
school and also what’s happening in our world.
    Keep a lookout for our new and improved 
Gavel!

Miss Scissorhands
Alice in Wonderland

Charlie Sheen
Zombies

Royal Couple
Politicians
Katy Perry

Angry Birds
Harry Potter
Black Swan

http://www.cnbc.com/id/44730534?slide=9

The Most Popular Halloween 
Costumes of 2011!

By: Michaela Beechem, Claire Calo, Taylor Angel, 
Maria Hehman, Caitlyn Forman, Olivia Nienaber, 
Aly Rauen, Larka Taylor, and Bethany Tabeling


