The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows

Study Guide
As students of the texting generation, this novel should seem somehow familiar because its structure is a series of letters written among a cast of eccentric characters who are as interesting as they are lovable.  It is set on the island of Guernsey in the shadow of World War II.  Part of the Channel Islands, an archipelago in the English Channel, Guernsey is not part of Great Britain.  It was occupied by the German army in World War II and liberated from Nazi occupation at the end of the war.  This is important background information to your reading because the novel is the story of an English author who goes to Guernsey to embark on a writing project.  Julia Ashton begins a correspondence with a man who found her name on the flyleaf of a secondhand book and through their letters, she finds a new and nurturing circle of friends that change her life.
Type out and print answers to the following questions in complete sentences.  You will be responsible for this information the first day of class.  Your teachers will inform you of how these responses will be evaluated when you return in August.

1. Make a list identifying the members (full names/occupations) of the Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society and record at least two quotes that reveal their characters.  Also include in your list the following: Markham Reynolds, Sidney Stark, Sophie Stark Strachan, Adelaide Addison, Christian Hellman, Remy Giraud, Kit McKenna, Lord Tobias Penn-Piers.
2. Why was the book club so named?

3. This is a novel about the power of books to comfort, inform, instruct and sustain the grateful reader.  It is layered with literary references to many noteworthy classical/British authors.  Record a few important facts about 
       8 of the following authors and list their main works:

a. William Butler Yeats

b. Wilfred Owen

c. Siegfried Sassoon

d. William Shakespeare

e. Charles Dickens

f. William Wordsworth

g. Samuel Taylor Coleridge

h. Charles Lamb

i. Oscar Wilde

j. Jane Austen

k. Geoffrey Chaucer

l. Marcus Aurelius


m. Seneca

n. Anne Bronte

o. Charlotte Bronte

p. Joseph Addison 

q. Jonathon Swift

r. Rainer Maria Rilke

s. Agatha Christie
t. John Dos Passos

u. Beatrix Potter

v. Homer

w. Ernest Hemingway

x. William Hazlitt

y. Sigmund Freud

z. Honore De Balzac

4.  Juliet weaves into her letters information about writing, editing and getting

        published.   Give some details and discuss how the descriptions of this 
 
 writing process enhance the novel’s realism.
5. Who is “Izzy Bickerstaff” and what is the origin of the name?

Vocabulary:
Write a thorough definition of words, noting part of speech; for place names, give a brief description; write a sentence that illustrates the word’s correct use.

1. epistolary

5. pseudonym

9. Bergen-Belsen

2. archipelago 

6. D-day

10. metier
3. bluestocking

7. phrenology

11. hospice
4. shrew


8. Ravensbruck
12. insufferable
Choose one prompt and respond (this will be graded separately):

A. Near the beginning of the novel, Juliet is asked to write an article for the Times which will address “the practical, moral and philosophical value of reading.” Write a 300-400 word essay arguing for the value of reading from one of these perspectives.
B. Lady Bella Taunton writes a letter describing Julia’s character to Amelia Maugery.

Choose one character other than Julia, Kit or Eli and write a letter of (400 words) recommendation for him/her.  Use the letter format of the novel’s letters, including the date, the address of the receiver and a salutation (Dear____,) as well as a closing (Yours truly).  It may be a character you like or dislike.  Use specific examples to support your claims and try to be fair in describing the character you choose.  

C. Write a character sketch of one of the novel’s characters.  A character sketch paints a word portrait and uses physical description, thoughts, words and actions of the character, as well as the attitudes/opinions other characters have toward him/her.  It includes the character’s apparent motivations, virtues, vices, dreams and goals.  Incorporate some quotes from the novel. (400 words).
