SYLLABUS

GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS HONORS

Sources:

Government text: United States Government by Luis Ricardo Fraga 

Economic text: Economics: Concepts and Choices
1ST QUARTER – ORIGINS & BASICS OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT


Government text
· Chapter 1 – Foundations of Government (1.5 weeks)

· Purposes of government

· Types of government

· American democracy

· Map of the states

· Tests – Summer Reading & Chapter 1

· Chapters 3 & 4 – The Constitution & Federalism (2 weeks)

· Principles and applications of the U.S. Constitution

· The relevance of the constitution today

· Map of North America

· The principles and practices of federalism

· Test – Chapter 3 & 4

· Chapter 5 – Congress (2 weeks)

· The structure and powers of Congress

· The House of representatives

· The Senate

· How a bill becomes law

· Map of Central America & Caribbean

· Test – Chapter 5

· Chapters 6 & 7 – The Executive Branch (2 weeks)

· The roles and powers of the president

· The presidential administration

· Federal bureaucracy

· Government finances

· Map of South America

· Test – Chapters 6 & 7

· Chapters 8 & 13 – Federal Courts (2 weeks)

· The Supreme Court

· Lower federal courts

· Map of Western Europe

· Test – Chapters 8 & 13

1st Quarter ends on October 1

2ST QUARTER – POLICY & POLITICS


Government text

· Chapter 16 – State and local government (2 weeks)

· State and national government

· Structure and operations of state governments

· Kentucky state government

· Local governments

· Map of Eastern Europe

· Test – Chapter 17

· Chapters 9 & 12 – American Politics (2 weeks)

· Public opinion

· Interest groups

· Political parties

· Election campaigns

· Political action committees

· Map of Russia & Central Asia

· Test – Chapters 9 & 12

· Chapter 14 – American Foreign Policy (1.5 weeks)

· Domestic policy vs. foreign policy

· International organizations

· Foreign policy challenges

· Map of the Middle East

· Test – Chapter 14

· Chapter 15 – Comparative Systems (1 week)

· Democratic governments

· Authoritarian governments

· Test – Chapter 16

· Chapters 10 & 11 – Rights (2.5 weeks)

· Constitutional rights

· Civil rights

· Rights of immigrants

· Mock trials

· Map of South Asia

· Test – Chapters 10 & 11

· 1st semester exam – comprehensive essay test – December 19-21

2nd quarter ends on January 6

3rd QUARTER – GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS & BASIC ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES


Economic text
· Chapters 1, 2, 3 – Basic Economic Principles & Systems (3 weeks)

· The problem of scarcity

· Opportunity costs

· Production of goods

· The economist’s tools

· The command economy vs. the market economy

· The American free enterprise system

· Personal finances

· Map of Northeast Asia

· Test – Chapters 1, 2, 3

· Chapters 4, 5, 6, & 7 – The Market Economy & How It Works (4 weeks)

· Demand & the factors that influence it

· Supply & the factors that affect it

· Equilibrium & prices

· Government intervention

· Personal finances

· Map of Southeast Asia

· Test – Chapters 4, 5, 6, & 7

· Chapters 10 & 11 – Money, Banking, & Financial Markets (2 weeks)

· The nature of money

· The banking system

· Savings & investment

· The stock market

· Bonds

· Personal finances

· Map of Oceania 

· Test – Chapters 10 & 11

3rd quarter ends on March 9

4TH QUARTER – MACROECONOMICS


Economics text

· Chapters 12 & 13 – Economic Indicators & Challenges (2 weeks)

· Gross Domestic Product

· Business cycles

· Stimulating economic growth

· Personal finances

· Maps of Africa

· Test – Chapters 12 & 13

· Chapters 14, 15, & 16 – Government & the Economy (3 weeks)

· Taxes

· Government spending

· Fiscal policy

· Deficits & national debt

· The Federal Reserve System

· Monetary policy

· Personal finances

· Test – Chapters 14, 15, 16

· Chapters 17 & 18 – The Global Economy (2 weeks)

· International trade

· Trade barriers

· International trade institutions

· Economic development

· Personal finances

· Map of the World

· 2nd semester exam – comprehensive essay test – May 18-22

4th quarter ends on June 1

