Syllabus - European History

Course Overview

The class in European history is designed to be a college level class that will acquaint the student with the major themes, events, and personages of Europe from the year 1450 to the present.  It is a challenging class that requires a great deal of self-motivation and excellent time management skills on the part of the student.  There is a substantial reading requirement for the course that includes the textbook, various primary and secondary source materials, and several outside reading books.   


A variety of topics and activities will characterize the course.  Topics will include political history (rulers, wars, treaties, governmental change, etc.), social history (social classes, gender issues, etc.), economic history (production and distribution of goods, trade, inflation, recession, etc.), intellectual history (philosophy, science, popular attitudes, etc.), and cultural history (religion, art, literature, etc.).  Class activites include powerpoint presentations; discussion of primary and secondary source readings; small group activities that include, evaluating historical theses, analysis of works of art, and creating presentations by using the  materials found in jackdaw kits.


There are several benefits for the student.  Students will gain a greater knowledge of European history  and Western culture than they would otherwise get on the high school level.  They will be exposed to situations that will help develop their interpretive and analytical skills.  They will have the opportunity to write organized, analytical, evidence-based, historical essays, thus improving their writing skills.  This class will be an excellent prepartion for college level work.  The class also allows for the opportunity to receive college credit through Thomas More College.  It will also prepare the student to take the advanced placement exam in European history that allows for the possibility of college credit.

Textbook: A History of Modern Europe; Second Edition by John Merriman; W.W. Norton & Company, New York, 2004

Collection of primary and secondary sources: Western Civilization: Images and Interpretations, Volume Two; Second Edition edited by Dennis Sherman; Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1987

Class Policies

Your grade will be determined by the number of points that you earn.  Points are earned by  answering questions correctly on tests and quizzes, working on assignments, and by participating in class discussions and presentations.  Your quarter grade will be a percentage based on the number of points that you earned divided by the number of total possible points.

Note: In case of absence, it is always the student's responsibility to ask about and to make up the work missed.

Homework: You should expect a reading assignment each night, either from the textbook or from a handout.  There will be powerpoint presentations and discussions of various topics found in the textbook.  You are encouraged to ask questions about the readings on the points you are having difficulties with.   There will also be map assignments given periodically that will familarize you with national boundaries from various periods of European history.

Quizzes: There will be a quiz every Friday on the material covered that week.  If we are not able to have a quiz on Friday, then it will be scheduled for the following class.    If you are absent for a chapter quiz, it must be made up within three days of your return to school or it will count as a zero.  There may also be pop quizzes on supplementary reading assignments.  Point values of quizzes will vary.  No quizzes will be dropped.

Tests: Tests are scheduled approximately every 4 weeks and cover all material taken during that period.  They will always include essays.   A unit test may also include some multiple choice or short answer questions.  Tests are worth 100 points.  Semester exams are worth 25% of your quarter grade.

Class Participation: To encourage you to take an active role in the class, you will receive a class participation grade.  This grade will be based on your involvement during individual or group work during class.  It is important to be frequently and actively involved in class discussions by asking or answering questions, contributing insights and making appropriate comments.  The participation grade will be calculated on a weekly basis (20 points per week).  There will also be grades given for special graded discussions of readings and visual materials.  Periodically, there will be activities such as debates, trials of historical figures, presentation of issues covered in jackdaws, etc.

Extra Credit: One extra credit opportunity involves participating in National History Day at Georgetown and Frankfort.  Everyone is required to write a paper in connection with the contest theme, which will be graded as any other assignment.  If you wish to receive the extra credit, your paper must qualify and you must attend the regional competition on a Saturday in March.  This will earn you 50 out of 50 points.  Qualifying for the state competition and attending the competition on a Saturday in May will earn you another 50 out of 50 points.  Details will be provided later.  Extra Credit can also be earned by staying after school and watching films.




FIRST SEMESTER:FIRST QUARTER

Introductory Unit (1 week)

Topics


- Introduction to course


- the Medieval point of view


- feudalism & manors


- towns & guilds


- universities & scholasticism


- Medieval art


- the emergcnce of early modern Europe


- Summer reading: A Distant Mirror by Barbara Tuchman 

Assignments


Text reading: Merriman Chapter 1 

Primary Source Readings: excerpts from Summa Theologica by Thomas Aquinas & readings on Medieval culture from The Shaping of Western Society edited by Edwin Fenton
Assessment


Test on A Distant Mirror

Unit I: Renaissance , Reformation, & Wars of Religion (3 Weeks)
Topics


- The politics of the Italian Renaissance


- Italian Renaissance culture & thought


- Italian Renaissance art


- Northern Renaissance & causes of the Reformation


- Multiple Causation and the Reformation


- Protestant Reformation & Catholic Reformation


- French Wars of Religion


- Thirty Years War


- European society & popular culture


- The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 2, 3, & 4


Primary Source Readings: Read and discuss excerpts from The Decameron by Giovanni Boccaccio, The Courtier by Baldasar Castiglione, Oration on the Dignity of Man by Pico della Mirandola, The Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellini, The Praise of Folly by Desiderius Erasmus, & Ninety-five Theses byMartin Luther, primary source materials on St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

Secondary Source Readings: Art and Man: Florence and the Early Renaissance,  Art and Man: Durer and the Reformation & article on multiple causation and the 
  Reformation

Jackdaw Kits on The Black Death, Peasants’ Revolt, The Spanish Inquistion & Martin Luther

Film - Power of the Past: Florence & A Man for All Seasons

Assessment

Graded and ungraded discussions, small group presentations on jackdaws, weekly quizzes, MID-QUARTER TEST
Unit II: Statemaking in the Seventeenth & Eighteenth Centuries  (4 Weeks)


Topics


- Economic expansion


- Rise and decline of Spain


- Elizabethan England & Stuart England


- English Civil War & Commonwealth


- Restoration & Glorious Revolution


- the social contract according to Hobbes and Locke


- Dutch Republic


- Absolutism in theory and practice


- Louis XIV


- Balance of Power politics


- Habsburg Austria


- Rise of Prussia


- Rise of Russia


- Mannerism, Baroque, & Rococco art


- European society and popular culture


- various viewpoints of historians on the early modern family


- witchcraft hysteria

Assignments



Text: Merriman Chapters 5, 6, & 7

Primary Source Readings: excerpts from Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes, Two Treatises on Government by John Locke, Memoirs of the Duc de Saint-Simon, various sources on revocation of the Edict of Nantes


Secondary Source Readings: Art and Man: Rembrandt’s Holland; Sherman Ch. 1 
readings on childhood and the family during the seventeenth century
Film - The Return of Martin Guerre

Assessment

Graded and ungraded discussions, small group assignments, weekly quizzes, END OF QUARTER TEST

Get Candide by Voltaire 

FIRST SEMESTER: SECOND QUARTER

Unit III: Scientific Revolution & Enlightenment (3 Weeks)
Topics


- the universe of Ptolemy and Aristotle


- Copernican Revolution


- Brahe, Kepler, and Galileo


- contributions of Bacon and Descartes


- the impact of Newton


- Enlightenment ideas


- philosophes


- spread of the Enlightenment


- religious movements during the 18th century


- Enlightened absolutism


- Candide as representative of Enlightenment thought


- evaluation of the Enlightenment by various historians

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 8 & 9


Primary Source Readings: excerpts from writings by Copernicus, Galileo, Bacon, 

Descartes, & Newton; Sherman Chapter 4 - The Spirit of the Laws by Baron de 

Montesquieu, The Social Contract by Jean Jacques Rousseau, Thomas Paine on 

Deism, A Vindication of the Rights of Women by Mary Wollstonecraft 

Secondary Source Readings: Sherman Chapter 4 - evaluations of the Enlightenment


Outside Reading: Candide by Voltaire


Salon simulation & paper

Assessment

Graded and ungraded discussions, small group work,  weekly quizzes, book quiz, participation in salon simulation
Unit IV: Eighteenth-century Politics & Society (2 Weeks)
Topics


- structure of 18th century society


- beginnings of the Industrial Revolution


- changes in society & methods of social control


- the state

· the military & warfare - War of the Austrian Succession & the Seven Years’ War


- decline of Poland, the Ottoman Empire, and the Holy Roman Empire


- partitions of Poland


- eighteenth-century culture with a focus on music


- various views on the role of the eighteenth-century aristocracy

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 10 & 11

Primary source readings: various selections concerning eighteenth-century warfare; Sherman Chapter 3 - Political Testament by Frederick the Great


 Secondary source readings: Sherman Chapter 3 - articles on the aristocracy

Film - Amadeus
Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, small group work, quizzes, MID-QUARTER TEST


Unit V: French Revolution & Napoleon (3 Weeks)

Topics


- the Old Regime & causes of the revolution


- the opening phase of the revolution


- war and the Second French Revolution


- rise of Napoleon Bonaparte


- the Consulate


- the French Empire


- the downfall of Napoleon


- Restoration Europe


- legacies of the French Revolution & Napoleon

· review of European history from the Renaissance to the French Revolution

· viewpoints on Napoleon: enlightened despot, military dictator, child of the      revolution

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 12 & 13

Primary source readings: selections from cahiers de doleances, excerpts of  What is the Third Estate? by Abbe Sieyes, Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, Civil Constitution of the Clergy, Declaration of Pilnitz, Brunswick Manifesto; Sherman Chapter 5  - excerpts from the writings of Robespierre, excerpts from contemporary assessments of Napoleon 

Secondary source readings: Sherman Chapter 5 - statistics concerning the Reign of Terror, various viewpoints on Napoleon


Jackdaw Kits: The French Revolution


Trial of Napoleon Bonaparte

Film - scenes from War and Peace (Russian version)

Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, debate performance, small group activities, quizzes, performance on trial, FIRST SEMESTER EXAM 


Get The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels

SECOND SEMESTER: THIRD QUARTER
Unit VI: Restoration & Revolution (3 Weeks)
Topics


- preconditions for the Industrial Revolution


- the Industrial Revolution in Britain


- the validity of the concept of an “Industrial Revolution”


- social and economic impact of the Industrial Revolution


- origins of socialism


- the Congress of Vienna


- the Concert of Europe


- revolutions in the 1820s & 1830s


- Romanticism


- middle class & middle class culture


- liberalism

 
- political developments in Britain


- revolutions of 1848


- The Communist Manifesto in light of the 1848 revolutions


- The Communist Manifesto and the basic principles of Marxism

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 14, 15, & 16

Primary Source Readings: Sherman Chapter 8 - readings on living and working conditions during the Industrial Revolution; Sherman Chapter 7 - Conservative principles by Klemens von Metternich, Carlsbad Decrees, examples of Romantic writings

Secondary Source Readings: Art and Man - Romanticism & Revolution, article challenging the concept of the Industrial Revolution

Outside Reading: The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels


Congress of Vienna simulation

Assessment

Graded and ungraded discussions, small group work, quiz on The Communist Manifesto, quizzes, participation in Congress simulation, MID-QUARTER TEST
UNIT VII: Nationalism & Liberalism (2 Weeks)
Topics:


- the nature of nationalism from various viewpoints


- unification of Italy


- unification of Germany


- nationalism in the Habsburg Empire


- Britain in the Victorian Age


- reform and reaction in Russia


- Louis Napoleon and the Second Empire


- Franco-Prussian War


- Third Republic 


- Dreyfus Case
Assignments



Text: Merriman Chapter 17  & 18

Primary Source Readings: The People’s Charter, On Liberty by John Stuart Mill, Ems Dispatch; Sherman Chapter 9 - The Duties of Man by Giuseppe Mazzini


Secondary Source Readings: articles on the Dreyfus Case; Sherman Chapter 9 - 

“Nationalism: Myth or Reality”

Film: Bismarck: Blood and Iron & The Young Victoria

Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions on readings, quizzes

Unit VIII: Nineteenth-Century Economic, Social, & Cultural Change (2 weeks)
Topics


- Second Industrial Revolution


- social changes during the late nineteenth century


- new developments in the arts: Realism, Impressionism, Expressionism


- developments in education


- developments in religion


- rise of the consumer culture


- state social reform - beginning of the welfare state

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 19 & 20 

Primary source readings: selections from the writings of Friedrich Nietschze, platform of the German Social Democratic Party,  excerpts from the Syllabus of Errors, excerpts from Rerum Novarum; Sherman Chapter 10 - Judaism in Music by Richard Wagner, excerpts from Fabian Essays by Sidney Webb,

Secondary source readings: Art and Man magazines on Gauguin, Cezanne, & Picasso

Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, quizzes

Unit IX: Imperialism (1 week)
Topics


- factors behind imperialism


- imperialism in Africa


- imperialism in Asia


- effects of imperialism


- various historical viewpoints on the nature of imperialism

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapter 21

Primary Source Materials: “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell; Sherman Chapter 9 - “The White Man’s Burden” by Rudyard Kipling, The Rise of Our East African Empire
Secondary Source Materials: Sherman Chapter 9 - Imperialism by V. I. Lenin, Effects of Imperialism by David Landes, Imperialism as a Nationalistic Phenomenon by Carlton Hayes

Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, END OF QUARTER TEST

SECOND SEMESTER: FOURTH QUARTER
Unit X: War and Revolution (2 weeks)

Topics


- the alliance system


- rising tensions in Europe


- Balkan Crisis


- mobilization & the outbreak of war


- viewpoints on the causes of World War I


- trench warfare


- total war


- propaganda


- final stages of war & armistice


- Easter Uprising


- background to revolution in Russia


- February Revolution & the provisional government


- October Revolution


- civil war


- New Economic Policy


- rise of Stalin


- collectivization & the Five Year Plans


- Great Purges

Assignments


Text: Chapters 22 & 23

Primary source readings: various accounts of wartime life from several different sources; Sherman Chapter 12 - “Dulce et Decorum Est”, account of the battle of Verdun

Secondary source readings: Sherman Chapter 12 - Struggle for the Mastery of Europe by A.J.P. Taylor, Origins of World War I by Roland Stromberg

Film:  All Quiet on the Western Front (1930) & The People’s Century: Red Flag
Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, small group work, quizzes 
Unit XI: The Interwar Years (2 Weeks)

Topics


- Treaty of Versailles


- establishment of the Weimar Republic


- ethnic challenges


- economic and social instability


- political instability


- new developments in the arts and literature


- rise of fascist movements


- the Great Depression


- the Popular Front


- Fascist Italy & Nazi Germany


- Spanish Civil War


- the coming of World War II


- art as totalitarian propaganda


- historical viewpoints on the nature of fascism

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 24 & 25

Primary source readings: Fourteen Points by Woodrow Wilson, What Is Fascism? by Benito Mussolini & Gentile, Twenty-five Point Program of the NSDAP by Adolf Hitler; Sherman Chapter 12 - excerpt from Restless Days by Erich Maria Remarque


Secondary source readings: Sherman Chapter 13 - Fascism in Western Europe by 

Kedward, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny by Bullock; Sherman Chapter 14 - 


Appeasement at Munich Attacked by Kennan, & The Origins of the Second World 

War: Appeasement Defended by Taylor

Films: The Great Dictator

Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, small group work, quizzes, MID-QUARTER TEST
Unit XII: World War II and Its Aftermath (2 Weeks)

Topics


- the major campaigns of World War II


- the home front


- wartime conferences and agreements


- the economic recovery of Europe


- post-war political realignments


- beginnings of the Cold War


- viewpoints on the causes of World War II

Assignments


Text: Merriman Chapters 26 & 27

Primary source readings: Sherman Chapter 13 - The Informed Heart: Nazi Concentration Camps by Bettelheim; Sherman Chapter 14 - The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan; The Atlantic Charter


Secondary source readings: Appeasement at Munich Attacked by George Kennan, 

Appeasement Defended by A.J.P. Taylor, Origins of World War II by Keith 

Eubank

Jackdaw Kits: Easter Uprising, Russian Revolution, The Coming of World War II
Film: Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, Downfall, & War and Remembrance
Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, quizzes

Get 1984 by George Orwell
Unit XIII: Contemporary Europe (3 Weeks)

Topics

- Cold War


- contmeporary European politics


- the rise of the European Union


- loss of colonial empires & effects on Europe


- economic revival of Western Europe


- fall of communism in Eastern Europe


- contemporary European culture


- the issue of immigration


- globalization


- terrorism


- discussion of the portrayal of totalitarianism in 1984


- writing a document based essay


- viewpoints on the origins of the Cold War


- trial of Karl Marx

Assignments


Text: Read Merriman Chapters 28, 29, 30

Primary source readings: Sherman Chapter 14 - United Nations Declaration Against Colonialism; Sherman Chapter 15 - The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir, A Feminist Manifesto, & The Philosophy of Existentialism by Jean-Paul Sartre 
Secondary source readings: Sherman Chapter 14 - Origins of the Cold War by Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. and The Cold War: The Communist Perspective by Ponomaryov 


Outside reading: 1984 by George Orwell or Darkness at Noon by Arthur Koestler

Film: Lives of Others & Dr. Zhivago

Assessment


Graded and ungraded discussions, small group work, Document Based Essay, quizzes, participation in Marx trial, SECOND SEMESTER EXAM
